
 

 

 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT INFORMATIONAL BULLETIN 
RECREATIONAL FIRES 

Fire Department Permits are required (Not issued during May, June, July, August, September, and October) 
 

DEFINITION 

RECREATIONAL FIRE. An outdoor fire burning materials other than rubbish where the fuel being burned is 
not contained in an incinerator, outdoor fireplace, portable outdoor fireplace, barbeque grill or barbeque pit and 
has a total fuel area of 3 feet or less in diameter and 2 feet or less in height for pleasure, religious, ceremonial, 
cooking, warmth or similar purposes.  
 
Recreational fires are usually fairly small, but can still represent a significant fire hazard if the area in which 
they are kindled is not kept free of combustible trash and debris. Basic fire safety practices followed by 
campers make good guidelines. No fire should ever be kindled in a location where it would endanger 
structures or would be likely to ignite combustible materials close by. 
 
FIRE CODE REQUIREMENTS 

Recreational fires shall not be conducted within 25 feet of a structure or combustible material. Conditions that 
could cause a fire to spread within 25 feet of a structure shall be eliminated prior to ignition. 
 
• You must have permission of the property owner or HOA prior to use. 
 
• Any burning shall be constantly attended until the fire is extinguished. 
 
• Dispose of all ashes in a safe manner. 
 
• Burning of materials which may produce dangerous, noxious, or toxic fumes, smoke, odors, or which may 

be considered dangerous to the health and general welfare of the people of the city are prohibited. 
 
• Burning shall be prohibited when atmospheric conditions or local circumstances make such fires 

hazardous.  Remember that wind carries embers and can start fires. 
 
• One portable fire extinguisher with a minimum 4-A rating, or a garden hose connected to a constant water 

source available close by shall be available for immediate utilization. 
 
Code Reference:  2018 International Fire Code Section 307; Code of Ordinances City of Gulf Shores, Al. 
 
George F. Surry 
Fire Marshal 
Fire and Emergency Services 
251-968-4292; 251-269-7996 
gsurry@gulfshoresal.gov 
 


