
 
 

   Revised 02/03/2017 

 
 
 

 
Each application type has an accompanying checklist which specifies the information required in order for the 
application to be processed. Before completing the application, please review the checklist and submit all the 
information required with your application.  

 
1. Project Information  

PROJECT NAME: _________________________________________  PROJECT SIZE IN ACRES:_______________ 
 

DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Property Information  

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tax Parcel #(s) ______________________________________________  PPIN # (s):  _______________________ 
 

Existing Use: __________________________ Proposed Use: ___________________________Zoning: _________ 
 

3. Developer Information (Applicant will serve as the sole contact for all correspondence from the City.) 

 
Applicant       Property Owner     

  
Name:________________________________________ Name:________________________________________ 

 
Address: ______________________________________ Address:______________________________________ 

 
Phone #: (____)___________ Fax #: (____)___________ Phone #: (____)___________ Fax #: (____)___________ 
 
Email :________________________________________ Email :________________________________________ 
   
Engineer       Architect  
       
Name:________________________________________ Name:________________________________________ 

 
Address: ______________________________________ Address:______________________________________ 

 
Phone #: (____)___________ Fax #: (____)___________ Phone #: (____)___________ Fax #: (____)___________ 
 
Email :________________________________________ Email :________________________________________ 

 
 

                  GENERAL APPLICATION - PLANNING & ZONING DEPARTMENT 

FREE THE FOOD TRUCKS! n/a

In accordance with Article §3-6: Zoning Amendments, please see 
attached petition to initiate Zoning Ordinance Amendments to allow 
mobile food units to operate on private property within 
non-residential zoning districts, including non-residential areas of PUDs

*All non-residential zoning districts, including non-residential areas of PUDs

J Ryan Shamburger

2426 E 24th Ave

251 233 7270

jrshamburger@gmail.com



Revised 02/03/2017 

 
General Instructions for Completing the Planning and Zoning Application  

 
1. All plans and application requirements shall be submitted in a PDF format via email. 
2. All submittals shall be complete upon submittal. The department will not accept pieces or parts of an application 

submittal.  If the application is incomplete or if all required supporting documentation is not submitted, it will 
not be placed on an agenda.  

3. The correct fee shall be submitted or the application will not be processed.  
4. The Applicant is solely responsible for coordinating with staff regarding the scheduling of the application for City 

Council review and consideration.  
5. The Applicant will serve as the contact for all correspondence from the City.  It is the Applicant’s sole 

responsibility to distribute said correspondence to individuals or consultants involved in the submittal.  
6. Applicant shall refer to individual check lists for complete submittal requirements. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
By signing below, I hereby certify that I have read the above information and attest that the information provided herein 

and on the submitted plans and documentation is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and understand that 
any omissions or inaccurate information can cause this application to be rejected or delayed. 

 
APPLICANT PRINT NAME:____________________________________________________ 

 
 

APPLICANT SIGNATURE______________________________________ Date: __________ 
 

 
PROPERTY OWNER PRINT NAME:_____________________________________________ 

 
 

PROPERTY OWNER SIGNATURE:______________________________ Date: __________ 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

To be completed by Planning and Zoning Department Staff 
 

Received By:______________________________  Date:________________________________ 
 

Payment: Cash Check No.___________  Amount: _________________________ 
 
 
If the applicant has any questions or concerns regarding this application, please contact the following staff members.  
 
STAFF MEMBER TITLE TELEPHONE FAX EMAIL  
Andy Bauer  Director 251.968.1151 251.968.1188 abauer@gulfshoresal.gov  
Jennifer Watkins  Planner  251.968.1154 251.968.1188 jwatkins@gulfshoresal.gov  
Mell Davis Admin. Assistant  251.968.1164 251.968.1188 mdavis@gulfshoresal.gov  
 

J Ryan Shamburger

4/15/2020

J Ryan Shamburger

4/15/2020



To: Mayor and City Councilmembers of Gulf Shores 
 
 
PETITION FOR ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT TO ALLOW MOBILE FOOD UNITS TO 
OPERATE ON PRIVATE PROPERTY WITHIN NON-RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS, 
INCLUDING NON-RESIDENTIAL AREAS OF PUDS 
 
In accordance with Article §3-6 of Zoning Ordinance for the City of Gulf Shores, this petition 
serves to initiate, with regards to the Zoning Ordinance, the following amendments: 
 

I. Define “Mobile Food Units” within ARTICLE FOUR: DEFINITIONS 
II. Amend TABLE: ‘USE REGULATIONS FOR NON-RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS’ to permit 

use and/or allow exemptions for Mobile Food Units.  
III. Define regulations for Mobile Food Units under ARTICLE 11: SPECIFIC USE 

REGULATIONS 
 

Please see attached ADDENDUM with written narratives of the proposed Zoning Text 
Amendments. 
 
 
Sincerely  
 
 
 
J Ryan Shamburger 
Property owner/resident of Gulf Shores 
 
  



ADDENDUM to Petition for Zoning Ordinance amendment to allow Mobile Food Units to operate 
on private property within non-residential zoning districts, including non-residential areas of 
PUDs 
 
DESCRIPTIONS OF PROPOSED ZONING AMENDMENTS 
 
I. Define “Mobile Food Units” within ARTICLE 4:Definitions 
 
Proposed amendment would, within Article 4 of the Zoning Ordinance, define “Mobile Food 
Units” as “Mobile Food Units as defined by the Alabama Department of Public Health” 

 
II. Amend TABLE: ‘USE REGULATIONS FOR NON-RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS’ to permit 
use and/or allow exemptions for Mobile Food Units. 
 
Proposed amendment would include Mobile Food Units in the list of permitted uses within 
non-residential zoning districts, including non-residential areas of PUDs.  
Proposed amendment would also specifically exempt Mobile Food Units from this text of the 
TABLE “All uses shall be wholly contained within an approved principle or accessory building 
unless specifically exempted by this ordinance.” 

 
III. Define regulations for Mobile Food Units under ARTICLE 11: SPECIFIC USE 
REGULATIONS 
 
Proposed amendment should be regulated under Article 11: Specific Use Regulations, not 
under ARTICLE §6-7: Temporary Buildings and Uses.  A Mobile Food Unit is not a building, and 
Mobile Food Unit Permits should not be considered temporary. 
 
The following text is derived from the current Mobile Food Unit Pilot Program.  There are notable 
exceptions to the Pilot Program text for the proposed amendment including: 

- No expiration date to the permitted use of Mobile Food Units 
- No maximum number of Mobile Food Unit permits  
- Removal of the text “All permits shall be subject to additional limitations on hours and 

days of operation that the City determines are appropriate to prevent conflict with special 
events, festivals, community events, etc.”  

- Editing of following text “The City retains the right and authority to deny or revoke a MFU 
permit, to revoke any consent granted hereunder, and to terminate the MFU Pilot 
Program in the event any or all such actions is determined necessary or appropriate by 
the City.” 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Text derived from Mobile Food Unit Pilot Program: 
 
“Mobile Food Units may operate on private property within the City of Gulf Shores in approved 
locations in accordance with the following regulations. 
 
Required Permits and Licenses 
1. MFU’s are required to obtain a valid Mobile Food Service permit to operate within Baldwin 
County from the Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH) prior to applying for a City of 
Gulf Shores Mobile Food Unit operating permit or business license. 
2. MFU’s must be registered by the Alabama Department of Motor Vehicles or the state in which 
the MFU is licensed and have a valid license plate affixed to the vehicle. 
3. MFU operators are required to have a current City of Gulf Shores Business License. 
4. MFU’s are required to obtain a Business License and Mobile Food Unit Operating Permit from 
the City of Gulf Shores prior to commencing operations on private parcels within the city. 
MFUoperators may not apply for City licenses/permits until all other licenses/permits are issued. 
 
Location/Site Requirements 
1. MFU’s are permitted to operate on approved private parcels within all non-residential zoning 
districts, including non-residential areas of PUD’s. 
2. MFU’s may rotate between approved private parcels, but may not remain in the same 
location for more than 24 consecutive hours. 
3. MFU’s shall be either a food truck or food trailer which shall have a current license plate and 
registration. Push carts are not allowed. 
4. MFU’s may only operate on private property which is developed with a principle building that 
has a current City business license and an operating use. 
5. MFU’s shall not operate outside of the hours of operation of the principle business located on 
the same parcel. 
6. MFU’s operating on non-residentially zoned property which has been developed with a 
lodging or residential use, such as beachfront condominiums and hotels, may only operate 
between the hours of 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
7. MFU’s shall not locate on public City-owned property or within any public right-of-way unless 
approved in conjunction with a Special Events Permit. 
8. The maximum number of MFU’s per parcel is one (1) per acre and two (2) Mobile Food Units 
for parcels greater than an acre. Three (3) or more Mobile Food Units are classified as a “Mobile 
Vendor Court (Article 11.26 of the Zoning Ordinance.) 
9. Private parcels must have an approved MFU site plan in order for Mobile Food Units to 
operate on the property. 



10. Mobile Food Units shall be permitted to occupy a maximum of two (2) off-street parking 
spaces in a location that does not block drive aisles, ingress or egress from the property, or fire 
and emergency access. 
11. No landscape, buffering or drainage area required by the Zoning Ordinance shall be 
removed in order to accommodate a Mobile Food Unit. 
12. MFU’s must have access to a permanent bathroom facility that is located on the same 
property from which it is operating. 
13. Mobile Food Units shall not locate within 100 feet of the principal building entrance of a brick 
and mortar restaurant, unless the restaurant agrees in writing to reduce or waive this 
requirement.  
 
Operational Requirements 
1. MFU’s must display their operating permit and business license at all times in a prominent 
location on the exterior of the unit. 
2. Copies of all required ADPH licenses and approved site plan(s) for all sites of which the MFU 
has received approval to operate from must be kept on the MFU at all times. 
3. MFU’s must comply with all applicable Federal, State, County and City safety codes, 
including 
but not limited to the Americans with Disabilities Act 
4. MFU’s shall not be left unattended or stored at any time on an authorized operating site when 
vending is not taking place or during restricted hours of operation. 
5. MFU’s shall not use or maintain any outside sound amplifying equipment, lights, or 
noisemakers, such as bells, horns or whistles or similar devices to attract customers. 
6. MFU’s shall not have drive-thru service. 
7. Permitted Merchandise: MFU’s shall be limited to selling food items. The selling of non-food 
or non-drink items shall be limited to merchandise displaying the MFU company logo and/or 
branding. No items may be displayed outside of the MFU. 
8. MFU’s shall not create tripping hazards in pedestrian and vehicular circulation areas with 
items including, but not limited to, cords, hoses, pipes, cables, or similar materials. 
9. One (1), twenty-four by forty-eight inch (24” x 48”) sandwich board sign 
per MFU displayed within (10’) of the MFU. Sandwich signs may be 
displayed only during business hours, shall not obstruct or impede 
pedestrian or vehicular traffic and shall be located on the property of the 
principal business. Signs affixed to the exterior of the MFU shall be 
secured and mounted flat against the MFU and shall not project more 
than six inches (6”) from the exterior of the MFU. Electronic or 
illuminated signs are not allowed. 
10. Trash and recycling containers sufficient in size and number shall be provided to collect all 
waste generated by customers and staff of the MFU. The number, size and typical receptacle 
design shall be included on the plan. Trash must be removed with the MFU each business day. 
MFU’s are not permitted to dispose of their trash in public trash receptacles. 



11. Mobile Food Unit operators shall not provide furniture, objects, or structures outside of the 
MFU with the exception of trash receptacles and a shade structure that is attached to the 
vehicle. 
12. MFU’s must be kept in a clean, well-maintained condition to insure units are free of 
excessive dirt, rust, mud, grease or other unsightly, unsanitary or otherwise undesirable 
condition. Minimum standards for MFU maintenance include, but are not limited to the 
following: 
No damaged/wrecked exterior parts; 
No substituted external parts that do not match surrounding color; 
No broken or missing glass, mirrors, headlights, taillights, flashers or reflectors; and 
No broken or damaged doors or openings. 
Compliance with this standard shall be determined at the time of application or in the sole 
discretion of the Code Enforcement Officer if determined in the field. MFU’s determined to be 
non-compliant with this standard shall immediately institute all corrective action(s) deemed 
necessary by the Code Enforcement Officer. 
 
MFU Operating Permit Application Submittal Requirements 
1. Operating Site(s): A list of all requested operating sites, including a Mobile Food Unit Site 
Authorization letter from the property owner of each site granting permission to vend on the 
subject parcel, permission to use the restroom of the principal business, and a copy of the 
current business license of the principal business 
2. A scaled site plan, in a digital format, showing the proposed location(s) of the MFU operation, 
MFU orientation, pedestrian circulation and service area(s) 
3. A copy of all approvals, inspections and certificates required by the Alabama Department of 
Public Health (ADPH) 
4. Proof of current license plate and vehicle registration for the MFU 
5. An accurate description of the MFU including the make, model and type of body, and color 
photographs of the vehicle(s) exterior in sufficient number to provide permitting officials to be 
familiar with all the exterior views of the Mobile Food Unit 
6. If the MFU is utilizing a generator, the manufacturer’s specifications on decibels range 
generated shall be provided. The decibel levels for any generator shall not exceed “80dBA”. 
 
Fees 
 

Business License Mobile Food Unit Admin Site Plan 

(Gross Receipts less than 
$49,999) Operating Permit Review (per site) 
$135.00 $100.00 $25.00 

 
 
 



Exemptions 
The provisions of this section shall not apply to special events, festivals, community projects or 
public events which occur on a periodic basis and are approved by the City. This section shall 
not apply to existing activities conducted pursuant to a franchise agreement or other contract 
with the City of Gulf Shores. 
 
Violations 
The Mobile Food Unit permit holder and/or property owner shall be the responsible party for any 
violation of this section. A permit may be revoked, suspended, modified, or not renewed by the 
City Council for failure to comply with the provisions of this ordinance, or of any provision of this 
Code or other ordinance of the City enacted in the exercise of its police power. Whenever any 
provision of the Mobile Food Unit Zoning Ordinance is being violated, the City shall notify the 
responsible party to remedy said violation within forty-eight (48) hours of receipt of violation 
notice. The failure, neglect or refusal of the responsible party to remedy the violation shall cause 
a second notice to be issued requiring the responsible party to remedy said violation within 
twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of violation notice. If the violation persists beyond 24 hours, the 
City shall suspend the permit. 
Upon suspension of a permit by the City, the responsible party shall have the right to appeal the 
decision to the City Council. In the event of appeal, the City Council shall give the responsible 
party reasonable notice of a hearing on the matter of such suspension. At the hearing, the 
responsible party may appear and present evidence as to why the order should be reversed. If 
the order is not reversed, the mobile vending permit shall be revoked. 
 
The provisions of this section are not exclusive. This section shall not preclude the enforcement 
of any other provisions of this Ordinance or local, state and federal laws and regulations. The 
City retains the right and authority to deny or revoke a MFU permit.” 


