
MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  

 

CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA  

 

APRIL 12, 2010 

 

Mayor Craft called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. at the City Hall.  The invocation was delivered 

by Deputy Fire Chief Keith Martin.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was led by Mayor Craft. 

 

Upon roll call, the following officials answered "present":  Councilmen Garris, Harris, Jones, and 

Mayor Craft.  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  The Mayor declared a quorum present. 

 

Councilman Garris moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of March 22, 2010, as 

presented; seconded by Councilman Harris; and the vote of those officials present was unanimously in 

favor of the motion. 

 

Councilman Garris moved to approve the minutes of the work session of April 5, 2010, as presented; 

seconded by Councilman Harris; and the vote of those officials present was unanimously in favor of 

the motion. 

 

Councilman Jones moved to approve the expense vouchers in the amount of $456,044.40; seconded 

by Councilman Garris; and the vote of those officials present was unanimously in favor of the motion. 

 

The City Clerk noted that the complete list of vouchers to be paid, as reflected on a computer printout, 

had been made a permanent record in the Clerk's office. 

 
Mayor Craft stated that this was the time and place for the public hearing, as advertised, on the 
application of The Steamer for a restaurant retail liquor license. 
 
The City Clerk reported the dates on which the required advertising was done; and she read the letters 
of reference.  The Deputy Chief of Police indicated he did not object to the issuance of the license.  
There were no written objections received and no citizens appeared at the hearing to object. 
 
Whereupon, Councilman Harris moved to approve the application of Gulf Coast Steamer, Inc., dba 
The Steamer, located at 124 West 1

st
 Avenue, Gulf Shores, Alabama, for a restaurant retail liquor 

license and to so notify the ABC Board; seconded by Councilman Jones; and the vote of those 
officials present was unanimously in favor of the motion. 

 

Mayor Craft read and presented a Proclamation declaring April 22, 2010, as Earth Day Mobile Bay 

2010. 

 

The Mayor read and presented a Proclamation declaring April as Cancer Awareness Month in Gulf 

Shores, as we join the 

American Cancer Society in the fight against cancer and Paint the Town Purple! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councilman Jones moved for unanimous consent of the Council to suspend the rules of procedure to 

allow for the immediate consideration of the following Ordinance: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 1595   

 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A  

NONEXCLUSIVE FRANCHISE TO  
A LOCAL TAXI SERVICE  

TO PROVIDE TAXI SERVICE  
 IN THE CITY OF GULF SHORES; AND AUTHORIZING  
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THE EXECUTION OF A FRANCHISE AGREEMENT  
BETWEEN THE CITY OF GULF SHORES AND THE CORPORATION  

___________________________________________________ 
 WHEREAS, A Local Taxi Service has requested a franchise to empower the company to 
provide taxi and limousine service in the City of Gulf Shores; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The City is desirous of granting a nonexclusive franchise to A Local Taxi Service 
to provide such service; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The residents of the City will be benefited by the granting of such a franchise; 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GULF 
SHORES, ALABAMA, WHILE IN REGULAR SESSION ON APRIL 12, 2010, as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  That a nonexclusive franchise be and it is hereby granted to A Local Taxi Service for 
taxi service within the corporate limits of the City. 
 
    Section 2.  That the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby directed and authorized to execute and attest, 
respectively, a Franchise Agreement between the City of Gulf Shores and A Local Taxi Service which 
sets forth the requirements, covenants and agreements of a franchise to the Company. 
 
 Section 3.  That the subject Franchise Agreement, the full text of which is available for 
examination in the office of the City Clerk, is dated April 12, 2010.  
  
 Section 4.  That this Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as 
required by law. 
 

The motion for unanimous consent was seconded by Councilman Garris; and upon the question, the 

vote thereon was as follows:  Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," Councilman 

Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  Mayor Craft 

then declared the rules suspended. 

 

Councilman Jones then moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1595 and to waive the reading of 

said Ordinance at length.  The motion for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1595 was seconded by 

Councilman Garris; was regularly put; was discussed and considered in full by the Council; and upon 

the question, the vote thereon was as follows: Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," 

Councilman Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  

Whereupon, the Mayor declared Ordinance No. 1595 duly and legally adopted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councilman Jones moved for unanimous consent of the Council to suspend the rules of procedure to 

allow for the immediate consideration of the following Ordinance: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1596 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES,  

ADOPTED JULY 24, 1989, AT  

CHAPTER 2, ADMINISTRATION,  

ARTICLE VI. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT,  

BY CHANGING AND ADDING CERTAIN LANGUAGE  

______________________________________________ 

 

     BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA, 

WHILE IN REGULAR SESSION ON APRIL 12, 2010, as follows: 

 

     Section 1.  That Chapter 2, ADMINISTRATION, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 

1989, be and it is hereby amended at Article VI. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

by changing and adding certain language so the entire Article shall read as follows: 
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CHAPTER 2    ADMINISTRATION 

 

*    *    *  

 

ARTICLE VI.  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 

Sec. 2-80.  Created and established. 

 

The community development department of the city is hereby created and established.  The 

community development department is divided into two divisions, planning & zoning and building. 

 

Sec. 2-81.  Planning Division; general direction. 

 

The department shall be under the supervision and control of the Director of Planning & Zoning, 

subject to the general direction of the Mayor and City Administrator. 

 

Sec. 2-82.  Composition. 

 

The department shall be composed of the Director of Planning & Zoning, who shall serve as the city 

planner, a secretary, a zoning administrator, and a code enforcement officer. 

 

Sec. 2-83.  Department responsibility. 

 

The responsibilities of the planning division shall include but not be limited to the following: current 

and long range planning, administration of the zoning ordinance and subdivision regulations, plan 

review, inspection services, code enforcement, planning commission, and zoning board of 

adjustments and appeals. 

 

Sec. 2-84.  Building Division; general direction. 

 

The department shall be under the supervision and control of the building official, subject to the 

general direction of the Mayor and City Administrator. 

 

Sec. 2-85.  Composition. 

 

The department shall be composed of the building official, a minimum of two (2) building inspectors, 

and a permits clerk.  Where the term building official, plumbing official or mechanical official 

appears, it shall mean the chief of code enforcement or his designee in any provision of this Code. 

 

Sec. 2-86.  Department responsibility. 

 

The responsibilities of the building division shall include but not be limited to the following: issue all 

building, electrical, mechanical, and plumbing permits for all construction, including new, additions, 

repairs, and alterations; building board of adjustments and appeals; enforce the Alabama Department 

of Environmental Management (ADEM) Division 8 Coastal Regulations and administer the National 

Flood Insurance Program and the Cityôs Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance. 

 

     Section 2.  That this Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as 

required by law. 

 

 The motion for unanimous consent was seconded by Councilman Garris; and upon the question, the 

vote thereon was as follows:  Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," Councilman 

Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  Mayor Craft 

then declared the rules suspended. 

 

Councilman Harris then moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1596 and to waive the reading of 

said Ordinance at length.  The motion for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1596 was seconded by 

Councilman Jones; was regularly put; was discussed and considered in full by the Council; and upon 
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the question, the vote thereon was as follows: Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," 

Councilman Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  

Whereupon, the Mayor declared Ordinance No. 1596 duly and legally adopted. 

 

Councilman Jones moved for unanimous consent of the Council to suspend the rules of procedure to 

allow for the immediate consideration of the following Ordinance: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1597 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES,  

ADOPTED JULY 24, 1989, AT CHAPTER 4, 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES,  

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL , 

TO ADD, DELETE, AND CHANGE CERTAIN LANGUAGE AT  

SECTION 4-1. DEFINITIONS;  

AT SECTION 4-2. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE -FILING;  

AT SECTION 4-3. SAME-CONTENTS; 

AT SECTION 4-5. HOURS OF SALE OR CONSUMPTION-SALE;  

AND AT SECTION 4-6. SAME-CONSUMING IN PUBLIC PLACE  

______________________________________________ 

 

     BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA, 

WHILE IN REGULAR SESSION ON APRIL 12, 2010, as follows: 

 

     Section 1.  That Chapter 4, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 

24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended at ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, by changing certain language at 

Section 4-1. Definitions, so the entire Section shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 4    ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

 

ARTICLE I.   IN GENERAL 

 

Sec. 4-1.  Definitions. 

 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following shall have the respective meanings ascribed to them: 

 

Alcoholic Beverages:  Any alcoholic, spirituous, vinous, fermented or other alcoholic beverage, or 

combination of liquors and mixed liquor, a part of which is spirituous, vinous, fermented or otherwise 

alcoholic, and all drinks or drinkable liquids, preparation or mixtures intended for beverage purposes, 

which contain one-half (1/2) of one percent (1%) or more of alcohol by volume, and shall include 

liquor, beer, and wine, both fortified and table wine. 

 

Beer, or Malt or Brewed Beverages:  Except as otherwise provided, any beer, lager beer, ale, porter, 

malt or brewed beverage, or similar fermented malt liquor containing one-half (1/2) of one percent 

(1%) or more by alcohol by volume and not in excess of thirteen and nine-tenths percent (13 9/10%) 

by volume, by whatever name the same may be called. 

 

Club:  A corporation or association meeting the definition of Class I or Class II Club, as defined in 

Section 28-3-1(7), Code of Alabama 1975, as amended. 

 

Fortified Wine or Vinous Liquor: Any wine containing more than 16.5% alcohol by volume but not 

more than twenty-four percent (24%).  Fortified wine is vinous liquor. 

 

Liquor:  Any alcoholic, spirituous, vinous, fermented, or other alcoholic beverage, or combination of 

liquors and mixed liquor, a part of which is spirituous, fermented, vinous or otherwise alcoholic, and 

all drinks or drinkable liquids, preparations or mixtures intended for beverage purposes, which contain 

one-of (1/2) of one percent (1%) or more of alcohol by volume, except beer and table wine. 
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Meal:  A diversified selection of food some of which is not susceptible of being consumed in the 

absence of at least some articles of tableware and which cannot be conveniently consumed while one 

is standing or walking about. 

 

Person:  Every natural person, association or corporation.  Whenever used in a clause prescribing or 

imposing a fine or imprisonment, or both, such term as applied to ñassociationò shall mean the 

partners or members thereof and as applied to ñcorporationò shall mean the officers thereof, except as 

to incorporated clubs the term ñpersonò shall mean such individual or individuals who, under the 

bylaws of such clubs, shall have jurisdiction over the possession and sale of liquor therein. 

 

Possess or Possession:  When used in relation to possession on a public beach, means possession of 

alcohol, liquor, wine, malt or brewed beverages as described herein with intent or conduct which 

would indicate an intent to consume the same. 

 

Public Beach:  All portions of the city public beach, including all public streets, alleys, parking areas, 

and any other public place located within the areas described as follows:   

(1) An area bounded on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, on the east 

by the east right-of-way line of East First Street, on the south by the Gulf of Mexico, and on the west 

by the west right-of-way line of West 2nd Street. 

(2) An area two hundred (200) feet wide extending southward from the south right-of-way line of 

Alabama Highway 182 to the Gulf of Mexico, bounded on the east by a line which lies one hundred 

(100) feet west of and parallel to the west right-of-way line of West 2nd Street and bounded on the 

west by a line which lies three hundred (300) feet west of and parallel to the west right-of-way line of 

West 2nd Street. 

(3) The public parking areas on East First Street between the north right-of-way line of Alabama 

Highway 182 and East First Avenue and also between East First Avenue and East Second Avenue. 

(4) The public parking areas on West First Street between the north right-of-way line of Alabama 

Highway 182 and West First Avenue, and also between West First Avenue and West Second Avenue. 

(5) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 4
th
 Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the south 

by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(6) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 5th Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(7) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 6th Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(8) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 10th Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(9) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 12th Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(10)  An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 13
th
 Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico and including the public parking areas on West 13
th
 Street. 

(11) The public area at Little Lagoon Pass north of the north right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 

182 to Little Lagoon and south of the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182 to the Gulf of 

Mexico, being a strip approximately one hundred (100) feet wide on the south side of Alabama 

Highway 182, centered on the centerline of the channel, and on the north side of Alabama Highway 

182, a strip approximately two hundred (200) feet wide centered on the extended centerline of the 

channel, and extending in a northerly and southerly direction from the Gulf of Mexico to Little 

Lagoon. 

(12) An area north of the north right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182 (three hundred thirty (330) 

feet frontage on West Beach Boulevard) extending to Little Lagoon, bounded on the west by the pass 

from Little Lagoon into the Gulf of Mexico, the shape being irregular and containing approximately 

4.1 acres; and an area south of the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182 to the Gulf of 

Mexico consisting of Lots 3 and 4 of Re-subdivided Lots 24, 25, and 26 of Unit 6. 
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(13) An area consisting of 3.83 acres more or less bounded on the north by the south right-of-way line 

of Alabama Highway 182, on the south by the Gulf of Mexico, on the west by East 1st Street, and 

consisting of part of Lots 1 and 2, and all of Lots 3, 4, 5, and 6, Block 9, Unit 1 adjacent on the west to 

land occupied by Pink Pony Pub and Phoenix All Suites.   

(14) An area consisting of Lots 1-20, Block 6, Unit 1, and twenty-foot-wide strip of land, being a 

vacated alley, all bounded on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182 

between West 1st and West 2nd Streets. 

 

Restaurant:  A reputable place licensed as a restaurant, operated by a responsible person of good 

reputation and habitually and principally used for the purpose of preparing and serving meals for the 

public to consume on the premises. 

 

Sale or Sell:  Any transfer of liquor, wine or beer for a consideration, and any gift in connection with, 

or as a part of, a transfer of property other than liquor, wine or beer for a consideration. 

 

Table Wine: Except as otherwise provided, any wine containing not more than 16.5% alcohol by 

volume.  Table wine sold at a convenience store by the holder of a retail table wine license for off-

premises consumption, pursuant to Section 28-3A-15, Code of Alabama 1975, as amended, shall only 

include wine containing not more than 14.9% alcohol by volume.  Table wine is not liquor, spirituous 

or vinous. 

 

Unopened Container:  A container containing alcoholic beverages, which has not been opened or 

unsealed subsequent to filling and sealing by the manufacturer or importer. 

 

Wine:  All beverages made from the fermentation of fruits, berries, or grapes, with or without added 

spirits, and produced in accordance with the laws and regulations of the United States, containing not 

more than twenty-four percent (24%) alcohol by volume, and shall include all sparkling wines, 

carbonated wines, special natural wines, rectified wines, vermouths, vinous beverages, vinous liquors, 

and like products, including restored or unrestored pure condensed juice. 

 

     Section 2.  That Chapter 4, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 

24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended at ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, by changing certain language at 

Section 4-2. Application for license-filing, and Section 4-3. Same-Contents, so the entire Sections 

shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 4    ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

 

ARTICLE I.   IN GENERAL 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 4-2.  Application for license-Filing. 

All persons desiring to obtain and make application for an alcoholic beverage license within the City 

or the police jurisdiction must first obtain the appropriate application from the Alabama Alcoholic 

Beverage Control Board.  The ABC Application form shall be presented to the Cityôs Revenue 

Division and the appropriate City application form completed for filing with the City Clerk for 

consideration by the City Council.  The application shall be in such form as the council shall from 

time to time prescribe and shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50.00 for a new license and 

$25.00 for a transfer license.   

 

Sec. 4-3.  Same-Contents. 

 

The license application shall contain, but not be limited to, the following information: 

 

(1)   Name, mailing address and telephone number of applicant; 

(2)  Name and physical address of business; 

(3)  Owner of property, if different from applicant; 

(4)  Not less than three (3) character references with addresses.   

     (For those applicants who are nonresidents of the city or have  
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      resided in the city for less than one year, references must be  

      provided from the former place of residence.  In this case,  

      the references shall be from a bank official, Police Chief or  

     Chiefôs agent, and one other individual of good standing in  

     the business sector.) 

(5)  Name, mailing address, telephone number, and birth date of  

     manager of business; and, 

(6)  List of any arrests or convictions and the nature, date, place  

     and final disposition. 

 

(b)  Falsification of or untruthful answers to the application, or any part thereof, shall be grounds for 

refusal to issue the license or immediate revocation thereof, if issued. 

 

     Section 3.  That Chapter 4, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 

24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended at ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, by changing certain language at 

Section 4-5. Hours of sale or consumption-sale, and Section 4-6. Same-Consuming in public place, so 

the entire Sections shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 4    ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

 

ARTICLE I.   IN GENERAL 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 4-5.  Hours of sale or consumption-Sale. 

 

No person shall sell or offer for sale any alcoholic beverages within the city or its police jurisdiction 

between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. on any day. 

 

Sec. 4-6.  Same-Consuming in public place. 

No person shall drink or consume any alcoholic beverage on the premises of any café, lunchroom, 

restaurant, hotel dining room, lounge, bar, dance hall, or other public place within the city or its police 

jurisdiction, between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. on any day. 

 

     Section 4.  That this Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as 

required by law. 

 

 The motion for unanimous consent was seconded by Councilman Garris; and upon the question, the 

vote thereon was as follows:  Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," Councilman 

Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  Mayor Craft 

then declared the rules suspended. 

 

Councilman Harris then moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1597 and to waive the reading of 

said Ordinance at length.  The motion for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1597 was seconded by 

Councilman Jones; was regularly put; was discussed and considered in full by the Council; and upon 

the question, the vote thereon was as follows: Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," 

Councilman Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  

Whereupon, the Mayor declared Ordinance No. 1597 duly and legally adopted. 
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Councilman Jones moved for unanimous consent of the Council to suspend the rules of procedure to 

allow for the immediate consideration of the following Ordinance: 

 

 ORDINANCE NO. 1598 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES,  

ADOPTED JULY 24, 1989,  

AT CHAPTER 5, ANIMALS AND FOWL,  

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL,  

BY CHANGING CERTAIN LANGUAGE AT  

SECTION 5-1. DEFINITIONS;  

AT ARTICLE II. DOGS; RABIES CONTROL,  

BY CHANGING CERTAIN LANGUAGE AT  

SECTION 5-22. SAME-ISSUE OF CITATIONS  

AND ARREST WARRANTS; AND AT  

SECTION 5-25. RABIES INOCULATION REQUIRED  

__________________________________________ 

 

     BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA, 

WHILE IN REGULAR SESSION ON APRIL 12, 2010, as follows: 

 

     Section 1.  That Chapter 5, ANIMALS AND FOWL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 

1989, be and it is hereby amended at Article I. IN GENERAL, by changing certain language at Section 

5-1. Definitions, so the new definitions for ñDogò and ñInoculation against rabiesò shall read as 

follows: 

 

CHAPTER 5    ANIMALS AND FOWL 

 

ARTICLE I.   IN GENERAL 

 

Sec. 5-1.  Definitions. 

 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms shall have the respective meanings ascribed to 

them: 

 

*    *    *  

 

Dog:  All members of the domesticated canine (Canis familiaris) family. 

 

*    *    *  

 

Inoculation against rabies:  As defined in Section 3-7A-2, Code of Alabama 1975, as amended. 

 

     Section 2.  That Chapter 5, ANIMALS AND FOWL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 

1989, be and it is hereby amended at Article II. DOGS; RABIES CONTROL, by changing certain 

language at Section 5-22. Same-Issuance of citations and arrest warrants, so the entire Section shall 

read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 5    ANIMALS AND FOWL 

 

*    *    *  

 

ARTICLE II.  DOGS; RABIES CONTROL 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 5-22.  Same-Issuance of summons and arrest warrants. 
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The dog control officers and police officers are hereby authorized to issue a summons for violations of 

provisions of this article pertaining to dogs.  A summons shall be delivered by the dog control officer 

or the police officer to any person reasonably believed to have violated any provision of this article, 

advising such person of the pertinent provision believed to have been violated, the facts of the 

violation believed to have occurred and advising such person to appear before the municipal judge at a 

date and time certain, and show cause, if any, why a warrant for such personôs arrest should not be 

issued.  Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the immediate issuance of a warrant for the 

arrest of any person when probable cause exists to believe that such person may have violated any 

provision of this article. 

 

     Section 3.  That Chapter 5, ANIMALS AND FOWL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 

1989, be and it is hereby amended at Article II. DOGS; RABIES CONTROL, by changing certain 

language at Section 5-25. Rabies inoculation required, so the entire Section shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 5    ANIMALS AND FOWL 

 

*    *    *  

 

ARTICLE II.  DOGS; RABIES CONTROL 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 5-25.  Rabies inoculation required. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to own, possess, keep or harbor a dog within the city without 

having such dog inoculated for rabies in accordance with the intervals specified in the vaccineôs 

license, as required by Section 3-7A-2, Code of Alabama 1975, as amended. 

 

     Section 4.  That this Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as 

required by law. 

 

The motion for unanimous consent was seconded by Councilman Garris; and upon the question, the 

vote thereon was as follows:  Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," Councilman 

Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  Mayor Craft 

then declared the rules suspended. 

 

Councilman Harris then moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1598 and to waive the reading of 

said Ordinance at length.  The motion for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1598 was seconded by 

Councilman Jones; was regularly put; was discussed and considered in full by the Council; and upon 

the question, the vote thereon was as follows: Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," 

Councilman Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  

Whereupon, the Mayor declared Ordinance No. 1598 duly and legally adopted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councilman Jones moved for unanimous consent of the Council to suspend the rules of procedure to 

allow for the immediate consideration of the following Ordinance: 

 

                         ORDINANCE NO. 1599 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES,  

ADOPTED JULY 24, 1989, AT CHAPTER 6, 
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BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS,  

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL,  

TO ADD AND DELETE CERTAIN LANGUAGE  

AT SECTION 6-3. OPERATION OF VESSEL,  

SAILBOARD, ETC., IN SWIMMING AREA;  

TO ADD AND CHANGE CERTAIN LANGUAGE AT  

SECTION 6-4. SKATING RESTRICTIONS;  

TO CHANGE CERTAIN LANGUAGE AT  

SECTION 6-7. BREAKABLE CONTAINERS;  

AT SECTION 6-8. ANIMALS ON BEACH;  

AT SECTION 6-10. LITTERING ON BEACH; AND  

AT ARTICLE II. HOURS OF CURFEW AT THE  

PUBLIC BEACH AND PARKS,  

SECTION 6-20. DEFINITIONS 

______________________________________________ 

 

     BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA, 

WHILE IN REGULAR SESSION ON APRIL 12, 2010, as follows: 

 

     Section 1.  That Chapter 6, BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS, of the Code of 

Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended at Article I. In General, by adding and 

deleting certain language at Section 6-3. Operation of vessel, sailboard, etc., in swimming area, so the 

entire Section shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 6     BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 6-3.  Operation of vessel, sailboard, etc., in swimming area. 

 

(a)  For the purposes of this section, the municipal swimming area of the city is defined as that portion 

of the Gulf of Mexico running parallel to the mean high tide line along such beach area at a distance 

of four hundred (400) feet from the mean high tide or at such lesser distance from the mean high tide 

line as the city may designate from day-to-day by means of buoys or other markers, adjacent to the 

following described areas: 

 

(1) An area bounded on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, on the east 

by the east right-of-way line of East First Street, on the south by the Gulf of Mexico, and on the west 

by the west right-of-way line of West 2nd Street. 

(2) An area two hundred (200) feet wide extending southward from the south right-of-way line of 

Alabama Highway 182 to the Gulf of Mexico, bounded on the east by a line which lies one hundred 

(100) feet west of and parallel to the west right-of-way line of West 2nd Street and bounded on the 

west by a line which lies three hundred (300) feet west of and parallel to the west right-of-way line of 

West 2nd Street. 

(3)  An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 4
th
 Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the south 

by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(4) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 5th Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(5) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 6th Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(6) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 10th Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 
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(7) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 12th Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(8)  An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 13
th
 Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(9) The public area at Little Lagoon Pass north of the north right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 

182 to Little Lagoon and south of the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182 to the Gulf of 

Mexico, being a strip approximately one hundred (100) feet wide on the south side of Alabama 

Highway 182, centered on the centerline of the channel, and on the north side of Alabama Highway 

182, a strip approximately two hundred (200) feet wide centered on the extended centerline of the 

channel, and extending in a northerly and southerly direction from the Gulf of Mexico to Little 

Lagoon. 

(10) An area north of the north right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182 (three hundred thirty (330) 

feet frontage on West Beach Boulevard) extending to Little Lagoon, bounded on the west by the pass 

from Little Lagoon into the Gulf of Mexico, the shape being irregular and containing approximately 

4.1 acres; and an area south of the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182 to the Gulf of 

Mexico consisting of Lots 3 and 4 of Re-subdivided Lots 24, 25, and 26 of Unit 6. 

(11) An area consisting of 3.83 acres more or less bounded on the north by the south right-of-way line 

of Alabama Highway 182, on the south by the Gulf of Mexico, on the west by East 1st Street, and 

consisting of part of Lots 1 and 2, and all of Lots 3, 4, 5, and 6, Block 9, Unit 1 adjacent on the west to 

land occupied by Pink Pony Pub and Phoenix All Suites.   

 

(b)  Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, during the period from March first through 

October thirty-first of each year, no person shall operate a vessel, sailboard, surfboard, windsurfer, 

water skis, aquaplane, paddleboat or other watercraft in the municipal swimming area of the city at 

any time during the hours from sunrise to one (1) hour after sunset. 

 

(c)  This section shall not apply to officers and agents of the United States, the state, the county, or the 

city when acting in the line and scope of their duty in the implementation or enforcement of federal, 

state, or local laws and regulations. 

 

     Section 2.  That Chapter 6, BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS, of the Code of 

Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended at Article I. In General, by adding and 

changing certain language at Section 6-4. Skating restrictions, so the entire Section shall read as 

follows: 

 

CHAPTER 6     BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 6-4.    Skating restrictions. 

 

The no skating area of the city shall be those portions of the public beach, including all public streets, 

alleys, parking areas, and any other public places located within the areas described as follows: 

 

(1) An area bounded on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, on the east 

by the east right-of-way line of East First Street, on the south by the Gulf of Mexico, and on the west 

by the west right-of-way line of West 2nd Street. 

(2) An area two hundred (200) feet wide extending southward from the south right-of-way line of 

Alabama Highway 182 to the Gulf of Mexico, bounded on the east by a line which lies one hundred 

(100) feet west of and parallel to the west right-of-way line of West 2nd Street and bounded on the 

west by a line which lies three hundred (300) feet west of and parallel to the west right-of-way line of 

West 2nd Street. 

(3) The public parking areas on East First Street between the north right-of-way line of Alabama 

Highway 182 and East First Avenue and also between East First Avenue and East Second Avenue. 
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(4) The public parking areas on West First Street between the north right-of-way line of Alabama 

Highway 182 and West First Avenue, and also between West First Avenue and West Second Avenue. 

(5) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 4
th
 Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the south 

by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(6) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 5th Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(7) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 6th Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(8) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 10th Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(9) An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 12th Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico. 

(10)  An area bounded on the east and west, respectively, by the east and west rights-of-way lines of 

West 13
th
 Street, on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182, and on the 

south by the Gulf of Mexico and including the public parking areas on West 13
th
 Street. 

(11) An area consisting of 3.83 acres more or less bounded on the north by the south right-of-way line 

of Alabama Highway 182, on the south by the Gulf of Mexico, on the west by East 1st Street, and 

consisting of part of Lots 1 and 2, and all of Lots 3, 4, 5, and 6, Block 9, Unit 1 adjacent on the west to 

land occupied by Pink Pony Pub and Phoenix All Suites.   

(12) An area consisting of Lots 1-20, Block 6, Unit 1, and twenty-foot-wide strip of land, being a 

vacated alley, all bounded on the north by the south right-of-way line of Alabama Highway 182 

between West 1st and West 2nd Streets. 

 

(b)  No person shall utilize or operate roller skates, roller blades, or a skateboard in the no-skating area 

as described in subsection (a) of this section or in any of the following areas: 

 

(1)  The structures, premises, grounds, walks, or parking areas of any municipal property or facility 

located south of West 22
nd

 Avenue, north of Clubhouse Drive, west of West First Street and east of 

West Third Street, including, without limitation, City Hall, Erie Hall Meyer Municipal Annex, the 

Police Station, Fire Station No. 1, the Adult Activity Center, the Civic Center, the Library, the 

Museum, and the Sims Park complex with the exception of the Skateboard Park, but including, 

without limitation, the Bodenhamer Recreation Center, the picnic pavilion, the Kidôs Park, ballfields, 

concession stands, tennis courts, basketball courts, and soccer fields; 

 

(2)  The structures, premises, grounds, walks, or parking areas of Wade Ward Nature Park defined as 

that municipal property bounded on the west by the east right-of-way line of Highway 59, on the east 

by Gulf State Park, on the north by the south right-of-way line of East Park Lane, and on the south by 

the northern boundary of parcel 71, Sea Breeze Subdivision and the north right-of-way line of East 2
nd

 

Avenue. 

 

(3)    The structures, premises, grounds, walks, or parking areas of Lagoon Pass Park, Canal Park, 

Lagoon Park, the Community House, and the City Sportsplex. 

 

*    *    *  

 

     Section 3.  That Chapter 6, BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS, of the Code of 

Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended at Article I. In General, by changing 

certain language at Section 6-7. Breakable containers, so the entire Section shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 6     BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL 

 

*    *    *  
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Sec. 6-7.  Breakable containers. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to possess or use on the public beach (as defined in Section 4-1 in 

this Code) any container which is subject to break, shatter, fracture, disintegrate, or become 

fragmented, including, but not limited to, glass, breakable plastics, etc., which may cause injury to any 

person on the public beach. 

 

     Section 4.  That Chapter 6, BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS, of the Code of 

Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended at Article I. In General, by changing 

certain language at Section 6-8. Animals on beach, so the entire Section shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 6     BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 6-8.     Animals on beach. 

 

(a)   Except as provided in subsection (b) below, it shall be unlawful for any person to take or allow a 

dog, cat, horse, or other pet or domestic or domesticated animal or livestock into or in any of the 

following areas of the city and its police jurisdiction. 

 

(1)  The public beach as defined in section 4-1 of this Code of  

     Ordinances; 

 

(2)  Any portion of the Gulf of Mexico and its tidal margin lying  

     south of the mean high tide line bordering the corporate limits  

     of the city and north of a line running parallel to the mean  

     high tide line at a distance of four hundred (400) feet south  

     of the mean high tide line; 

 

(3)  That portion of any property located in a BT zone as  

     delineated from time to time on the city zoning map lying  

     seaward of the coastal construction setback line as fixed by  

     the applicable ordinance of the city or by regulation of the  

     Alabama Department of Environmental Management, except any  

     property in such zones improved only with a single family     

     detached residential dwelling. 

 

(b)  (1) It shall not be unlawful to take or allow a dog, cat,  

     horse, or other pet or domestic or domesticated animal or  

     livestock into or in the rights of way or parking areas within  

     the public beach as defined in section 4-1 of this Code of  

     Ordinances provided such animal is at all times contained  

     entirely within a vehicle or vehicle trailer. 

 

(2)  The provisions of this section shall not apply to any trained  

     guide dog when harnessed and in the custody of a totally or  

     partially blind person or to any trained hearing dog when  

     harnessed and in the custody of a hearing-impaired person. 
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(3)  It shall not be unlawful to take or allow a dog into or in any  

     portion of the area defined in section 6-8(a)(2) above which  

     lies immediately south of any private Gulf front property then  

     zoned Residential Zoning District or Residential PUD under the  

     Zoning Ordinance of the City of Gulf Shores if (i) the dog is  

     at all times controlled by a suitable leash as required under  

     section 5-26, and (ii) the person having actual custody of the  

     dog has in his or her possession an appropriate container and  

     an appropriate implement for the immediate removal and  

     containment of any feces deposited by such dog. 

 

(4)  Nothing in this Section shall be construed to repeal any other  

     provision of the Code of Ordinances regulating animals,  

     including, without limitation, the provisions of Chapter 5 of  

     the Code of Ordinances, and nothing in this Section shall be  

     construed to make legal any act or omission to act otherwise  

     made illegal or an offense or violation under any other  

     provision of this Code of Ordinances or of any applicable state  

     statute. 

 

(c)  Persons liable for violation of this section shall include the owner of the animal and any person 

having actual custody of the animal at the time of the violation. 

 

 

     Section 5.  That Chapter 6, BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS, of the Code of 

Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended at Article I. In General, by changing 

certain language at Section 6-10. Littering on beach, so the entire Section shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 6     BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 6-10.  Littering on beach. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to place, put, throw, or leave on the public beach (as described in 

Section 4-1 in this Code) any garbage, refuse, trash, or other debris of any kind or character 

whatsoever. 

 

     Section 6.  That Chapter 6, BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS, of the Code of 

Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended at Article II. Hours of Curfew at the 

Public Beach and Parks, by changing certain language at Section 6-20. Definitions, so the entire 

Section shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 6     BEACHES, BOATS AND WATERWAYS 

 

ARTICLE II.   HOURS OF CURFEW AT THE PUBLIC BEACH AND PARKS 

 

Sec. 6-20.  Definitions. 

 

As used in this article, term ñpublic beachò shall mean the public beach as defined in section 4-1 of 

the Cityôs Code of Ordinances as now in effect, and as hereafter amended.  The term ñcity parksò shall 

mean Johnnie Sims Park, Meyer Park, Wade Ward Nature Park, Canal Park, Lagoon Park, Lagoon 

Pass Park, and the City Sportsplex. 

 

The term ñremainò shall mean (a) to linger or stay or (b) to fail to leave when requested to do so by a 

law enforcement officer. 
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*    *    *  

 

     Section 7.  That this Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as 

required by law. 

 

The motion for unanimous consent was seconded by Councilman Harris; and upon the question, the 

vote thereon was as follows:  Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," Councilman 

Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  Mayor Craft 

then declared the rules suspended. 

 

Councilman Jones then moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1599 and to waive the reading of 

said Ordinance at length.  The motion for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1599 was seconded by 

Councilman Garris; was regularly put; was discussed and considered in full by the Council; and upon 

the question, the vote thereon was as follows: Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," 

Councilman Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  

Whereupon, the Mayor declared Ordinance No. 1599 duly and legally adopted. 

 

Councilman Jones moved for unanimous consent of the Council to suspend the rules of procedure to 

allow for the immediate consideration of the following Ordinance: 

 

 ORDINANCE NO. 1600 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND T HE CODE OF ORDINANCES, 

ADOPTED JULY 24, 1989, AT CHAPTER 7, 

BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES,  

ARTICLE II. SUPPLEMENTAL REQUIREMENTS,  

TO ADD, DELETE AND CHANGE CERTAIN LANGUAGE  

AT SECTION 7-30. RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION; AND  

AT SECTION 7-31. NONRESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION  

______________________________________________ 

 

     BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA, 

WHILE IN REGULAR SESSION ON APRIL 12, 2010, as follows: 

 

     Section 1.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, of 

the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended by adding, deleting and 

changing certain language at Section 7-30. Residential construction, so the entire Section shall read as 

follows: 

 

CHAPTER 7     BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

*    *    *  

 

ARTICLE II.   SUPPLEMENTAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 7-30.    Residential construction. 

 

All residential structures, alterations, repairs or additions constructed or houses moved or relocated 

within the permitting jurisdiction of the City of Gulf Shores shall be constructed in accordance with 

the following standards which supplement the applicable International Residential Code and the City 

Code of Ordinances, Chapter 7, Article IV. Flood Damage Control. Structures damaged beyond fifty 

percent (50%) of the fair market value of the structure shall be treated as new construction and must 

be repaired in accordance with this supplemental ordinance and the International Residential Code.  A 

licensed professional engineer or registered architect shall certify that the design, specifications and 

plans for construction of any residence within the VE flood zone are in full compliance with the 

Residential Code and these standards. 

 



MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING ï APRIL 12, 2010  
Page 16  

(1)   All residential structures constructed within the VE zone shall have their lowest horizontal 

structural member no lower than three feet (3ô) above base flood elevation, and those constructed 

within the AE zone shall have their lowest habitable floor no lower than three feet (3ô) above base 

flood elevation for all areas south of Highway 180 West (Fort Morgan Road), south of County Road 2 

(State Park Road) or west of County Road 6 and one foot (1ô) for all other areas located within an AE 

flood zone. 

 

(2)   Pilings shall be engineered round or square reinforced concrete auger or precast piles, or 

minimum nine-inch tip diameter round treated wood piles or minimum ten-inch square treated wood 

piles for structures located within the VE zones. Pilings must be driven or jetted tip first to a 

minimum depth of ten feet (10ô) below mean sea level in the VE zone. Pilings may be eight-inch 

square treated wood piles for structures located within an AE zone if stamped by a design professional 

and have a minimum tip embedment depth of twelve feet (12ô) below grade in the AE zone. For all 

exterior decks, and staircase pilings within all VE zones and AE zones located south of State Highway 

180 (Fort Morgan Road) may be a minimum eight inches (8ò) square. All other areas may use pilings 

a minimum of six inches (6ò) square if designed and stamped by a design professional.  If jetted, piles 

shall be driven the last six (6) inches to final set. Lot elevation above mean sea level shall be verified 

by report from a licensed surveyor for purposes of determining total embedded piling depth. Piling 

wood treatment shall be in accordance with the Southern Pine Inspection Bureau (SPIB) for ground 

contact. Beams upon which joists bear shall be notched into the pilings and attached with not less than 

two three-quarter-inch (2Ĳò) diameter stainless steel bolts, nuts and two-inch washers. Notching shall 

not exceed fifty percent (50%) of pile cross section. 

 

(3)   In the VE zone, piling cross bracing shall consist of minimum three-quarter-inch diameter hot 

dipped galvanized or stainless steel rods with bearing plates and adjustable connections capable of 

being tightened to proper tension after installation; pressure treated wood cross bracing may be used 

in the AE zone. Cross bracing shall be installed in two perpendicular directions (north-south and east-

west) in a minimum of four (4) locations in each direction as shown in the guidelines. 

 

(4)   The only utilities services or equipment allowed to be installed below the finish floor elevation 

specified for that flood zone shall be service risers such as gas pipes, telephone and TV cable in 

conduit, electrical meters, and disconnects, electrical service circuits in conduit risers, and sewer and 

water service pipe risers. All risers shall be mounted with stainless steel strapping and associated 

stainless steel fasteners to a piling, on the north side if feasible. No HVAC units, electrical panels, 

washing machines, dryers, hot water heaters, etc. shall be installed below the finish floor elevation. 

 

(5)   All  exterior air conditioning condenser platforms shall be mounted on the residence at or above 

the lowest habitable floor elevation, and attached to the pilings, beams or floor joists using 

cantilevered angle bracing. Condensers shall be fastened securely to the platform with stainless steel 

hardware. No air conditioning condensers or other exterior equipment shall be independently 

supported from the ground unless specific prior approval is obtained from the building official. 

 

(6)   Enclosures below base flood elevation (BFE) shall be designed based on the location of the 

property. One (1) enclosed area not to exceed three hundred (300) square feet shall be allowed per 

residence below the lowest habitable floor (one (1) for each of the two (2) residences in a duplex unit 

shall be allowed) if the property is located within a flood zone south of Fort Morgan Road or west of 

County Road 6. This area shall be limited to the staircase and/or elevator and storage. Enclosures 

below BFE in all other areas within a flood zone shall be unlimited. Design and construction of the 

walls enclosing this area shall comply with National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Technical 

Bulletin 9-99 in the VE zone and Technical Bulletin 1-93 in the AE zone. Materials used shall comply 

with Technical Bulletin 2-93. No habitable areas of any kind shall be constructed below the base flood 

elevation. 

 

(7)   All exposed metal joist hangars, strapping, hurricane anchors and associated nails and/or screws 

shall be Type 316 alloy stainless steel. Stainless steel hurricane anchors shall be installed to connect 

each joist to the floor beam beneath it. All joists shall be constructed to bear on top of beams, or, 

alternatively, the beam/joist floor support system must be designed by a licensed engineer or 

registered architect using stainless joist hangars or other acceptable means. Wall top plates and wall 

floor plates shall be tied to walls and each other with stainless steel or hot dipped galvanized anchors 
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and/or strapping, or by other means specified by an engineer or architect. Shear wall cross strapping 

shall be installed; straps shall be placed at forty-five (45) degree angles across the face of the wall. All 

wall sheathing shall extend to bottom of girders. 

 

(8)   Design of new construction, additions, alterations, repair, or moved/relocated houses shall 

conform to the one hundred forty (140) mph wind loading codes based upon ASCE-7 standards. All 

cladding and glazing shall be capable of withstanding the wind loading as required by the ICC 2003 

International Residential Code. 

 

     Section 2.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, of 

the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended by deleting certain 

language at Section 7-31. Nonresidential construction, so the entire Section shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 7     BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

*    *    *  

 

ARTICLE II.   SUPPLEMENTAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 7-31.  Nonresidential construction. 

 

All elevated nonresidential structures constructed within the VE and AE flood zones shown on the 

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Rate Map (FIRM) shall be constructed in accordance with 

the following standards which supplement the International Building Code. 

 

(1)   All nonresidential structures constructed within the VE zone shall have their lowest horizontal 

structural member no lower than three feet (3ô) above base flood elevation, and those constructed 

within the AE zone shall have their lowest floor no lower than three feet (3ô) above base flood 

elevation for all areas south of Highway 180 (Fort Morgan Road), south of County Road 2 (State Park 

Road) or west of County Road 6 and one foot (1ô) for all other areas within an AE zone. 

 

(2)   All main electrical switch gear shall be constructed at or above the first floor above grade. 

 

     Section 3.  That this Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as 

required by law. 

 

The motion for unanimous consent was seconded by Councilman Garris; and upon the question, the 

vote thereon was as follows:  Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," Councilman 

Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  Mayor Craft 

then declared the rules suspended. 

 

Councilman Garris then moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1600 and to waive the reading of 

said Ordinance at length.  The motion for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1600 was seconded by 

Councilman Jones; was regularly put; was discussed and considered in full by the Council; and upon 

the question, the vote thereon was as follows: Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," 

Councilman Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  

Whereupon, the Mayor declared Ordinance No. 1600 duly and legally adopted. 

 

Councilman Jones moved for unanimous consent of the Council to suspend the rules of procedure to 

allow for the immediate consideration of the following Ordinance: 

  

ORDINANCE NO. 1601 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES,  

ADOPTED JULY 24, 1989, AT CHAPTER 7, 

BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES,  

ARTICLE VII. CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER ACTIVITIES  
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ON GULF FRONT BEACHES AND DUNES, 

SECTION 7-121. DEFINITIONS, 

TO DELETE AND CHANGE CERTAIN LANGUAGE AT  

SUBSECTION (g) SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT  

______________________________________________ 

 

     BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA, 

WHILE IN REGULAR SESSION ON APRIL 12, 2010, as follows: 

 

     Section 1.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

ARTICLE VII. CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER ACTIVITIES ON GULF FRONT BEACHES AND 

DUNES, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended by deleting 

and changing certain language at Section 7-121. Definitions, Subsection (g) Substantial Improvement, 

so the entire Subsection shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 7   BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

*    *    *  

 

ARTICLE VII.  CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER ACTIVITIES ON GULF FRONT  

          BEACHES AND DUNES 

 

Sec. 7-121.  Definitions. 

 

*    *    *  

 

(g)  Substantial improvement means: 

 

(1) Any extension, enlargement, addition or expansion of any structure which increases the height or 

footprint of the structure and is subject to chapter 7, Article I, of this Code. 

 

(2)   Any repair, reconstruction or improvement of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 

fifty percent (50%) of the fair market value of the structure, either: 

 

     a.   Before the repair, reconstruction or improvement is  

          started or 

     b.   If the structure has been damaged and is being restored,  

          before the damage occurred. 

 

For purposes of this article, fair market value shall be determined by the building official or his agent 

by reference to the most current ICC Building Valuation Data Table (the "Data Table"), giving due 

consideration to any and all relevant documentation provided by the applicant that supports an upward 

adjustment of the value otherwise indicated by reference to the Data Table. The square foot area and 

type of construction of the affected structure utilized in the determination shall be established by the 

building official or his agent by reference to the Data Table. The square foot area and type of 

construction of the affected structure utilized in the determination shall be established by the building 

official or his agent by reference to the original building permit issued for the structure, if available; 

by reference to the building description contained in any casualty insurance policy covering the 

structure in effect at the time of any damage; or by such other method or combination of methods 

deemed appropriate in the good faith discretion of the director of community development or his 

agent.  

The cost of repair, reconstruction, or improvement shall be determined as follows: 

 

At the time application for a building permit referable to the work is made, the applicant shall submit, 

in addition to the documentation otherwise required for the issuance of a building permit, the 

following documentation: 
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(1) A certification by the licensed contractor or contractors who will be performing the work, or if 

there is no contractor on the project, by the permit applicant, that the cost of the work described in the 

permit application will not exceed the cost declared in the permit application; 

 

(2)   A copy of all documentation relating to pending or final claim settlement payments by insurers 

referable to any damage incurred by the structure. 

 

The certified cost declaration contained in the permit application will be accepted as the cost of the 

work unless the building official or his agent determines that such declaration is materially 

inconsistent with the Data Table, damage claim settlement payments, or both. In such event the 

director of community development shall prepare a written determination of the cost of work for 

purposes of this article specifying the basis on which such cost of work has been determined. 

 

In the event changes in the scope of the work necessitated by the discovery of unanticipated damage 

elements or expanse results in an increase in the cost of the work after the submission of a certified 

cost declaration, a revised certified cost declaration must be filed with the director of community 

development. If the building official or his agent determines on the basis of the revised certified cost 

declaration or on the basis of other information coming to his attention deemed reliable that the cost 

of the work exceeds fifty percent (50%) of fair market value, the building official or his agent shall 

order the suspension of any building or other permits issued for the work, and the applicant may 

pursue an appeal or request for variance, as appropriate, as provided in subsection 7-123(b) and 

section 7-125. 

 

Any terms utilized in this article not specifically defined above and otherwise defined in R.335-8-1-

.02 of the ADEM Administrative Code shall have the meanings set out in such section. 

 

     Section 2.  That this Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as 

required by law. 

 

The motion for unanimous consent was seconded by Councilman Garris; and upon the question, the 

vote thereon was as follows:  Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," Councilman 

Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  Mayor Craft 

then declared the rules suspended. 

 

Councilman Harris then moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1601 and to waive the reading of 

said Ordinance at length.  The motion for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1601 was seconded by 

Councilman Jones; was regularly put; was discussed and considered in full by the Council; and upon 

the question, the vote thereon was as follows: Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," 

Councilman Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  

Whereupon, the Mayor declared Ordinance No. 1601 duly and legally adopted. 

 

Councilman Jones moved for unanimous consent of the Council to suspend the rules of procedure to 

allow for the immediate consideration of the following Ordinance: 

 

 ORDINANCE NO. 1602 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES,  

ADOPTED JULY 24, 1989, AT CHAPTER 7 

BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES,  

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL,  

TO ADD, DELETE AND CHANGE CERTAIN LANGUAGE  

AT SECTION 7-2. ELECTRICA L PERMIT REQUIRED;  

AT SECTION 7-6. SAMEðSEAL ON PLANS; INSPECTION;  

AT SECTION 7-9. SAME-APPLICABILITY TO STRUCTURES  

OF CERTAIN ELEVATION;  

AT SECTION 7-10. SAME-APPLICABILITY TO COMPLETED STRUCTURES;  

AT SECTION 7-13. SAME-FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS, AND 

SUBSEQUENTLY RENUMBERING ALL SECTIONS THAT FOLLOW;  

AT SECTION 7-19. MOBILE HOME TIE -DOWNS AND ANCHORS; 
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AT SECTION 7-20. CLAYS AND SAND CLAYS, HAULING AND USING - 

PURPOSE OF REGULATIONS; 

AT SECTION 7-22. SAME-AREA IN WHICH PROHIBITED;  

AT SECTION 7-23. SAME-PERMITS; PLANS;  

ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY; AUTHORITY AS TO BACKFILL;  

AT SECTION 7-24. SAME-GRANTING EXCEPTIONS; AND  

AT SECTION 7-26. UTILITIES TO BE UNDERGROUND  

ON PRIVATE PROPERTY  

___________________________________________________________ 

 

     BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA, 

WHILE IN REGULAR SESSION ON APRIL 12, 2010, as follows: 

 

     Section 1.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby 

amended by deleting certain language at Section 7-2. Electrical permit required, so the entire Section 

shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 7     BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL. 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 7-2.  Electrical permit required. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to do or cause to be done any installation, alteration, repair, or 

replacement of equipment or systems covered by the provisions of the National Electrical Code as 

adopted by the city without first having a proper electrical permit; however, ordinary minor repairs 

may be made without a permit provided that such repair is not in violation of any provision of such 

National Electrical Code. 

 

     Section 2.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby 

amended by changing certain language at Section 7-6. Same-Seal on plans; inspection, so the entire 

Section shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 7     BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL. 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 7-6.  Same-Seal on plans; inspection. 

 

The seal of a registered architect or engineer, duly licensed in the state, shall be required on 

construction plans for structures as required by State law and/or which the cost exceeds fifty thousand 

dollars ($50,000.00), excluding structures permitted under the International Residential Code; and 

continuing construction inspection shall be required to be done by a registered architect or engineer 

licensed in the state, or by a duly authorized representative thereof licensed in the state, to verify and 

ensure that the structure is being built according to all applicable city ordinances and the requirements 

of the city building, plumbing, mechanical, gas, fire prevention and electrical codes.  These 

inspections shall be in addition to all inspections required to be performed by the city public works 

department. 

 

     Section 3.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby 

amended by changing certain language at Section 7-9. Same-Applicability to structures of certain 

elevation, so the entire Section shall read as follows: 
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CHAPTER 7     BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL. 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 7-9.  Same-Applicability to structures of certain elevations. 

 

Sections 7-8 through 7-12 shall apply to any structure or portion thereof which is over fifty feet (50ô) 

above mean sea level requiring water service. 

 

     Section 4.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby 

amended by changing certain language at Section 7-10. Same-Applicability to completed structures, 

so the entire Section shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 7     BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL. 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 7-10.  Same-Applicability to completed structures. 

 

(a)  All structures, as specified in Section 7-9, now complete, shall not be subject to the provisions of 

Sections 7-8 through 7-12, with the exception that they shall have a double check valve assembly on 

the downstream side of the water service. 

 

(b)  All structures, as specified in Section 7-9, noncompleted, shall be subject to the provisions of 

Sections 7-8 through 7-12. 

 

     Section 5.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby 

amended by removing Section 7-13. Same-Fire protection systems, in its entirety and subsequently 

renumbering all sections that follow. 

 

     Section 6.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby 

amended by deleting and changing certain language at Section 7-19. Mobile home tie-downs and 

anchors, so the entire Section shall become Section 7-18 and read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 7     BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL. 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 7-18.  Mobile home tie-downs and anchors. 

 

Tie-downs shall be provided in all mobile home parks or any other place where mobile homes are 

located within the city.  They shall be anchored in accordance with the State of Alabama 

Manufactured Housing Authority requirements. 

 

     Section 7.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby 

amended by changing certain language at Section 7-20. Clays and sand clays, hauling and using-

Purpose of regulations, so the entire Section shall become Section 7-19 and shall read as follows: 
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CHAPTER 7     BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL. 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 7-19.  Clays and sand clays, hauling and using-Purpose of regulations. 

 

The purpose of Sections 7-20 through 7-24 is to regulate and prohibit the hauling and the use of clays, 

sand clays, and any other material that can be potentially discoloring to the natural white sands and to 

the waters, in certain areas of the city; and to regulate and require permitting for the use of clays or 

sand clays in any other areas of the city. 

 

     Section 8.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby 

amended by changing certain language at Section 7-22. Same-Area in which prohibited, so the entire 

Section shall become Section 7-21 and shall read as follows: 

 

 

CHAPTER 7     BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL. 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 7-21.  Same-Area in which prohibited. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to use any clays or sand clay mixtures (as provided in Section 7-20) 

in the following areas: All lands located south of State Highway 180 on the west side of State 

Highway 59; all lands located north of State Highway 180 west of the Peninsula subdivision; and all 

lands located south of County Road 2 (State Park Road) on the east side of State Highway 59. 

 

     Section 9.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby 

amended by changing certain language at Section 7-23. Same-Permits; plans; accepting responsibility; 

authority as to backfill, so the entire Section shall become Section 7-22 and shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 7     BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL. 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 7-22.  Same-Permits; plans; accepting responsibility; authority as to backfill. 

 

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to use any clays or sand clay mixtures (as provided in Section 

7-20) in areas of the city and its police jurisdiction not specified in Section 7-21 without first 

obtaining a permit for such use from the building department. 

 

(b)  For septic tank pads, a permit may be obtained to haul, deliver, or use clays.  For landscaping 

purposes, a permit may be obtained to haul, deliver, or use nonclay topsoil.  The building official will 

collect a permit free in the amount of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) and may require plans and drawings 

showing the location of the proposed use of the material, and before such use shall approve the 

method of containment of such material.  The building official may require the owner or someone 

acting within the ownerôs authority to sign a statement accepting responsibility for any discoloration 

caused by the use of any clay or soil and for the responsibility to clean any discolored area and restore 

the area to its original condition prior to the use of such material. 
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(c)  Notwithstanding the above prohibitions, any excavation of a street or roadway for repairs, or 

utility crossings, made pursuant to the provisions of the city excavation regulations, in which an 

existing clay sub-base is encountered, may be backfilled using the excavated material. 

 

     Section 10.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby 

amended by changing certain language at Section 7-24. Same-Granting exceptions, so the entire 

Section shall become Section 7-23 and shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 7     BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL. 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 7-23.  Same-Granting exceptions. 

 

Any exception from the provisions of Sections 7-19 through 7-22 shall be granted by the building 

official or the city council.  Any party who feels aggrieved by the decision of the building official may 

appeal that decision to the city council. 

 

     Section 11.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby 

amended by changing certain language at Section 7-26. Utilities to be underground on private 

property, so the entire Section shall become Section 7-25 and shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 7     BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

ARTICLE I.    IN GENERAL. 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 7-25.  Utilities to be underground on private property. 

 

(a)  All utilities on private property must be installed underground, within the corporate limits of the 

city and in the police jurisdiction. 

 

(b)  The city electrical code is hereby amended where necessary to comport with the foregoing 

requirement for underground utilities. 

 

(c)  Any person aggrieved by this section may appeal to the city council for an exception, and the city 

council may grant such exception if it deems, by majority vote, that the application of this section 

would be electrically unsafe to operate or maintain in the stated judgment of the installing power 

company, or would create an undue and extreme hardship, subject to meeting one (1) or more of the 

following guidelines: 

 

The service to adjacent areas is predominantly overhead and it does not appear that further 

development in adjacent areas with underground utilities is possible. 

 

The length of the run of the underground service would cause an excessive expense to the individual. 

 

Unit densities do not exceed two (2) units per acre. 

 

Regulatory controls by federal and/or state agencies require installation overhead. 

 

Said person aggrieved by this section shall submit a written variance request with all supporting 

documentation to the city council at least two weeks in advance of the councilôs regular scheduled 

meeting.  Any reliance on the installing power company judgment or federal and/or state agency 

regulations must also be provided in written form by the applicable company or agenda. 
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(d)  The provisions of this section apply only to new construction and construction which is being 

upgraded for purposes of electrical service. 

 

     Section 12.  That this Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as 

required by law. 

 

The motion for unanimous consent was seconded by Councilman Garris; and upon the question, the 

vote thereon was as follows:  Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," Councilman 

Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  Mayor Craft 

then declared the rules suspended. 

 

Councilman Garris then moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1602 and to waive the reading of 

said Ordinance at length.  The motion for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1602 was seconded by 

Councilman Jones; was regularly put; was discussed and considered in full by the Council; and upon 

the question, the vote thereon was as follows: Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," 

Councilman Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  

Whereupon, the Mayor declared Ordinance No. 1602 duly and legally adopted. 

 

Councilman Jones moved for unanimous consent of the Council to suspend the rules of procedure to 

allow for the immediate consideration of the following Ordinance: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 1603 

 
AN ORDINANCE  

TO AM END THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
ADOPTED JULY 24, 1989, AT CHAPTER 7,  

BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES,  
BY ADDING A NEW ARTICLE XVI. SIGNS    

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF T HE CITY OF GULF SHORES, 
ALABAMA, WHILE IN REGULAR SESSION ON APRIL 12, 2010 AS FOLLOWS:  
 
 Section 1.  That Chapter 7, BUILDINGS; CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITIES, 
of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 1989, be and it is hereby amended by adding a new 
Article XVI., SIGNS, so the entire Article shall read as follows: 
 
CHAPTER 7 BUILDINGS, CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED ACTIVITY 
 
*    *    *  
 
ARTICLE XVI . SIGNS 
        
1-1.  Purpose 
 
The purpose of these regulations is to provide minimum control of signs to promote the health, safety 
and general welfare by lessening hazards to pedestrians and vehicular traffic, by preserving property 
values, by preventing unsightly and detrimental development that would detract from the tourist resort 
appeal of the community and lead to economic decline and blight, by preventing signs from reaching 
such excessive size or numbers that they obscure one another to the detriment of all concerned and by 
securing certain fundamentals of design that would strengthen the community's economic base. 
 
1-2.  General Sign Regulations 
 
The following regulations apply generally to all signs and are in addition to the regulations established 
for each Zoning District or the regulations contained elsewhere in this Article. 
 
A. Permit Required.  No sign, unless herein excepted, shall be erected, constructed, posted, 

painted, altered, maintained, or relocated until a permit has been issued by the Building 
Inspector. Before any permit has been issued, an application shall be filed together with such 
drawings and specifications as may be necessary to fully advise and acquaint the Building 
Inspector with the location, construction, materials, manner of illuminating, and securing or 
fastening, and number of signs applied for and the wording of the sign or advertisement to be 
carried on the sign.  All signs which are electrically illuminated by neon or by any other means 
shall require a separate electrical permit and inspection.  Each sign requiring a permit shall be 
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clearly marked with the permit number and name of the person or firm placing the sign on the 
premises. 

 
B. Exempt Signs.  The following signs are exempt from the provisions of these regulations and 

may be erected or constructed without a permit but in accordance with the structural and safety 
requirements of the City's Building Code. 

 
1. Official traffic signs or sign structures, or municipal information signs and provisional 

warning signs or sign structures, when erected or required to be erected by a governmental 
agency, and temporary signs indicating danger. 

 
2. Changing the copy on a bulletin board, poster board, display encasement, or marquee. 

 
3. Temporary non-illuminated signs not more than fifty (50) square feet in area, erected in 

connection with new construction work and displayed on the premises during such time as 
the actual construction work is in progress, one such sign for each street frontage.  These 
signs shall be removed upon issuance of the certificate of occupancy. 

 
4. Non-illuminated signs, not exceeding six (6) square feet in area with letters not exceeding 

eight (8) inches in height, painted, stamped, perforated, or stitched on the surface area of a 
permitted awning, canopy, roller curtain, or umbrella but not in R-1 or R-2 Zoning 
Districts. 

 
5. Sign on truck, bus or other vehicle while in use in the normal course of a business. 

 
6. A name plate, two (2) square foot in area, to identify the owner or occupant of a dwelling 

or building. 
 

7. Symbolic flag and award flag of an institution or business (house flag), not to exceed one 
for each fifty (50) feet of street frontage adjacent to an institution or business. 

 
8. Weather flags, for providing information on weather conditions, one (1) set for each 

premises. 
 

9. Real estate signs, temporary in nature, non-illuminated, not exceeding six (6) square feet in 
area, advertising real estate for sale or lease or rent, or announcing contemplated 
improvements of real estate, one sign for each street frontage. 

 
    10. Window signs. 
 
    11. Temporary decorative flags and bunting for conventions and     commemorations. 
 
    12. Political signs which are displayed only during the duration     of a campaign.  All such signs 

shall be removed within five (5) days after election.  Political signs located within residential 
districts shall not exceed four (4) square feet in area. 

 

    13. A national flag or a flag of a political subdivision of the    United States or a flag of a bona fide 

civic, charitable, fraternal or welfare organization, provided that not more than one flag shall 

be displayed on any single premise, and provided further that the maximum size of the flag shall not 

exceed five (5) feet in height(hoist) and ten (10) feet in length (fly). The City Council may authorize 

the display of additional flags of the United States of America on private and public property during 

specified national 
Holiday periods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 14. Signs erected upon lands owned in fee by the State of Alabama, in execution or direct 
furtherance of a governmental function of the State or its political subdivisions or agencies. 
 
C. Erection of Signs in Special Cases.  The Zoning Official shall have the authority to grant 

permits for certain signs in special cases, normally prohibited under section 1-2.D., Pennants, 
Banners, Streamers.  A bond in sufficient amount to protect the City against all liabilities may 
be required.  A Special Case shall be defined as an event associated with  temporary carnivals, 
festivals, fairs, educational events,         charitable events, reunions, grand openings, church 
events, or any other event requiring an assembly permit. 
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D. Pennants, Banners, Streamers.  Pennants, banners, streamers, and all other fluttering, spinning 
or similar type signs and advertising devices, visible from any public right-of-way, are 
prohibited except during recognized holiday periods as provided in subsection 1-2.C. preceding, 
or as provided in subsection 1-3.G. following. 

 
E. Signs Over Public Property. 
 

1. No sign of any character shall be suspended across any public street, alley or waterway; nor 
shall any sign of any description be painted on or applied to any curb, sidewalk, tree, light 
standard, utility pole, hydrant, bridge, wall, bench, trash receptacle, or any structure, unless 
specifically permitted by this Ordinance, except on a temporary permit basis as provided in 
section 1-2.C. of this Ordinance. 

 
2. No portion of any flat sign or projecting sign shall project over any street or alley right-of-
way for a distance of more than four (4ô) feet. 

 
3. No detached ground or pole sign shall extend or project over any portion of any sidewalk, 

street, alley, waterway or any other public way or any public property with the exception of 
those as provided for in Section 1-2.L.2. or those as provided for in existing Municipal 
Information Sign Franchise Agreements. 

 
4. The City may from time to time locate public recycling container stations on public rights 

of way or other public property, directly, by contract, or by franchise.  As may be 
determined by the City Council and notwithstanding the provisions of any other section or 
subsection of this Article, such public recycling container stations may have as attachments 
recycling sponsorship acknowledgement display panels in form, size and content approved 
by the City Council or its designee. 

 
F. General Advertising Signs.  No general advertising sign shall be constructed, erected, used, 

operated or maintained in the City of Gulf Shores. 
 
G. Intersection Visibility.  No sign is to be placed or located in conflict with the vision clearance 

requirements of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Gulf Shores. 
 
H. Signs and Sign Devices Prohibited. 
 

1. No sign shall be erected which is of a rotating nature and/or displays either intermittent 
light and/or light of such intensity that it either constitutes, because of its location, 
hazardous condition to motorists, or simulates lights customarily associated with those 
used by police, fire, ambulance, or similar emergency vehicle. 

 
2. No sign shall be erected which uses the words "stop" or "danger" so as to imply the need or 

requirement for stopping, or the existence   of danger, or which is a copy of imitation of an 
official sign.   This provision does not apply when the words are part of an   attraction title 
for a theater or similar event or purpose. 

 
3. No sign shall be attached or otherwise applied to trees, utility poles, bus benches, trash 

receptacles, or any other unapproved structures. 
 

4. No sign shall have spinning, or strings of spinning, or similar type devices. 
 

5. Moveable signs, including mobile signs, sidewalk and sandwich signs are prohibited. 
 
I. Maximum Height of Detached Signs.  The height of detached signs shall not exceed eight (8) 

feet in any residential district or twenty-five (25) feet in any business, commercial, or industrial 
district. 

 
J. Sign Illumination.  Any permitted sign in any district may be indirectly illuminated unless 

otherwise prohibited by this Ordinance. Illuminated signs which give forth artificial light are 
prohibited unless permitted by specific provisions of this Ordinance. 

 
K. Nonconforming Signs. 
 

1. For purposes of this Subsection K., the term "the effective date of nonconformity" with 
respect to a sign shall mean: 

 
a. May 10, 1982, for any sign existing within the corporate limits of the City of Gulf 

Shores as such limits existed on May 10, 1982, which was rendered nonconforming 
by the enactment of Ordinance No. 235; 
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b. the effective date of any subsequent ordinance amending Ordinance No. 235, for any 
sign first rendered nonconforming by such subsequent ordinance; 

 
c. the effective date of annexation, for any sign first rendered nonconforming by the 

annexation of its site into the corporate limits of the City of Gulf Shores on a date 
subsequent to May 10, 1982. 

 
2. Except as otherwise provided in this Section K., all legally existing nonconforming signs 

(except movable signs) which lawfully existed prior to the effective date of nonconformity 
may continue to lawfully exist; provided, however, signs which are determined by the 
Zoning Official to have been structurally damaged or deteriorated by any cause including 
age to the extent of more than fifty percent (50%) of their current cost of replacement shall 
be either removed or altered so as to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance.  
Nonconforming signs (other than general advertising signs) shall also be either removed or 
altered to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance in any instance where a change in 
use, occupancy, or ownership occurs which necessitates the altering of the sign in any 
manner.  

 
3. If not sooner removed or altered in accordance with subsection K.2. above, any legally 

existing nonconforming sign (other than a movable sign) shall be either removed or altered 
so as to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance within ten (10) years after its 
effective date of nonconformity. 

 
4. The owner of a legally existing nonconforming sign subject to removal pursuant to 

Subsection K.3. of this Section and made subject to a Notice to Cease and Desist by the 
Zoning Official may file a sworn claim with the Zoning Official for any compensation the 
owner contends is allowed by law for the removal of such sign.  In the case of a general 
advertising sign, an owner of real property who derives revenue from a lease or license of 
such property to the owner of a sign shall separately be considered an owner for the 
purpose of compensation under this Subsection K.4.  Upon the filing of such a claim prior 
to the removal of such sign, the Zoning Official may, in his discretion, suspend the 
operation of the Notice to Cease and Desist pending consideration of the claim.  Such 
claim shall document (a) the legal basis on which such compensation is claimed; (b) the 
date and original cost of erection of the sign; (c) the depreciated value of the sign as 
reflected on the books and records of the owner as of the effective date of the 
nonconformity; (d) the depreciated value of the sign as reflected on the books and records 
of the owner as of the date of removal of the sign, or as of the date of affixing of the Notice 
to Cease and Desist to the sign, if removal has not been effected; (e) the current reasonable 
salvage value of the sign materials, if any; (f) the complete terms and duration of any lease 
or contract regarding such sign to which the owner was party on the date of removal or the 
date of the Notice to Cease and Desist, if removal has not been effected; and (g) a 
statement of the actual or anticipated cost of removal of the sign, supported by the invoice 
or bid of a contractor licensed to do business in Gulf Shores or, if removal has been or will 
be performed by the owner, supported by the sworn cost statement of the owner.  In 
processing a claim for compensation, the Zoning Official shall first secure the written 
opinion of the City Attorney as to whether or not the claimant has presented an appropriate 
legal basis for a claim of compensation.  If the City Attorney's opinion is other than that an 
appropriate legal basis is not presented, the Zoning Official shall render a determination as 
to the appropriate compensation payable to the claimant by the City upon removal.  Unless 
the opinion of the City Attorney otherwise directs, the standards to be applied by the 
Zoning Official shall include the following: 

 
 (i) an award component equal to the depreciated value of the sign as   reflected on the 
books and records of the owner as of the date of removal or, if not yet removed, as of the date of 
the  Notice to Cease and Desist provided the sign has been  

   depreciated by the owner using generally accepted accounting  
   principles, less the reasonable salvage value of the sign  
   materials, if any; 
 

(ii)   an award component equal to the present value of the net    revenue realizable but 
unrealized by the owner during the    remaining term of any lease or contract with 
respect to the    sign (A) in effect on the date of removal or the date of the    Notice to 
Cease and Desist, if removal has not been effected,    and (B) entered into prior to the 
effective date of    nonconformity, with the remaining term measured to the    earliest 
date a party other than the owner could elect to    terminate such lease or contract on a 
basis other than   default by the owner; 

 
(iii) an award component equal to the reasonable cost to the owner of removal of the sign. 
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The written determination of the Zoning Official with respect to the award of 
compensation shall be transmitted to the owner by first class mail directed to the address 
specified by the owner in the owner's claim and to the City Clerk and shall be deemed 
rendered on the date of deposit into the U.S. Mail.  In the case of a sign whose removal has 
not yet been effected, the City Clerk shall advise the zoning Official in writing within 
twenty-one (21) days after the date on which the Zoning Official's written determination is 
rendered whether the City agrees to pay the award of compensation as determined upon 
removal of the sign, intends to appeal the determination as provided in Section K.5. below, 
or requests that the Notice to Cease and Desist with respect to the sign be withdrawn until 
such time as the City gives written notice of its request for a redetermination of the award 
of compensation.  The Zoning Official shall transmit a copy of the City Clerk's written 
advice to the owner by first class mail as provided above. 

 
5. The determination of the Zoning Official may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment in 

accordance with the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Gulf Shores.  Any party aggrieved by 
the final judgment or decision of the Board of Adjustment or by the decision of the City 
Attorney that an appropriate legal basis for a compensation claim has not been presented, 
may apply to the Circuit Court for judicial relief within the time period as provided in 
Section 11-52-81 of the Code of Alabama 1975, as amended. 

 
In the event of an appeal of the Zoning Official's determination by any party aggrieved, the 
operation of any Notice to Cease and Desist then in effect shall be and remain suspended 
until no appeal to the Board or to any court remains pending.  Upon final determination of 
the award of compensation in the appeals process, the City Clerk shall advise the Zoning 
Official in writing within twenty-one (21) days after the date of final determination 
whether City agrees to pay the award of compensation as finally determined upon removal 
of the sign or the City requests that the Notice to Cease and Desist with respect to the sign 
be withdrawn until such time as the City gives written notice of its request for a 
redetermination of the award of compensation.  Upon receipt of such latter request, the 
Zoning Official shall withdraw the Notice to Cease and Desist and shall give the owner 
written notice of such withdrawal by first class mail as provided above. 

 
6. All legally existing nonconforming movable signs shall be removed within ninety (90) 

days after the effective date of nonconformity. 
 

7. No permits for additional signs shall be issued for any premises on which there are any 
nonconforming signs. 

 
L. Travelers' Directional Signs.  Travelers' directional signs, with the exception of those listed in 

subsection 1-2.L.2., are permitted in the BG, BA, and I-1 zone districts only when complying 
with the following standards: 

 
1.  Travelers' directional signs shall: 

 
a. provide directions only to establishments located less than fifteen (15) miles from 

the location of the sign; 
 

b. conform to standards of installation established by the City; 
 

c. be limited to the display of the following information - name of establishment, route 
to be followed, miles to be traveled and symbol (arrow) indicating direction; 

 
d. be limited in area to a maximum of four (4) square feet.  

 
(Travelers' directional signs may be increased to six (6) square feet, provided that the directional 
signs are grouped on one uniform sign structure advertising an established business district.  
The square area of the entire sign may not exceed one hundred (100) square feet and may not 
exceed twenty-five (25) feet in height.  The sign shall be limited to the advertising of businesses 
located within the corporate limits and police jurisdiction of the City of Gulf Shores.  
Directional signs of this type must be earthtone in color and suitably landscaped at their bases 
and may be grouped together in this manner up to a maximum of eight (8), and are subject to 
site plan review as outlined in the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Gulf Shores; 

 
e. not be directly illuminated. 

 
2. Travelers' Directional Signs giving directions to public and semi-public places shall: 

 
a. Provide directions only to locations within the corporate limits or police jurisdiction; 
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b. Be purchased by the applicant and installed by the City within the public right-of-
way; 

 
c. Conform to the standards established by the City with regard to materials and type of 

construction; 
 

d. Require the approval of City Council with regard to number, location and content; 
 

e. Be defined as those signs approved by the City Council which provide directions to 
schools, churches or hospitals. 

 
M. Traffic Control Devices to Conform to State Law.  When the owner of real property allows said 

real property to be used by the public for the purpose of vehicular travel and/or as a quasi-public 
parking lot for the use of customers, tenants or employees of said property, the owner of said 
real property shall erect and maintain all traffic control devices in strict accordance with the 
rules and regulations in this Ordinance and in conformance with the Alabama Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices and any revisions thereof.  In addition, the owner of said real 
property shall be required to meet the requirements of Section 32-5-31(a), Code of Alabama 
1975, with respect to local authorities in their respective jurisdictions. 

 
N. Gasoline and Other Pricing Signs.  Signs advertising the price of gasoline, or other products or 

services are permitted in addition to any other signs permitted on the premises provided that: 
 

1. Only one (1) sign shall be permitted per on-premises frontage provided further that a 
maximum of two (2) signs are permitted. 

 
2. The sign must be attached to a principal structure or to the structure of a permitted 

detached sign. 
 

3. If the sign is an independent detached sign it shall not exceed a height of five (5) feet. 
 

4. The size of such sign shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet per sign face or an aggregate 
area of twenty-four (24) square feet. 

 
5. Signs which are placed on gasoline pumps in order to provide required information to the 

public regarding price per gallon or liter, type of fuel and octane rating shall not exceed 
three (3) square feet in surface area and six (6) square feet in total area. 

 
6. Sidewalk, sandwich, or other types of moveable signs are prohibited. 
 

O. Electronic Changeable Copy Signs. All electronic changeable copy signs shall be permitted as a 
form of detached sign and shall meet all of the requirements of detached signs.  In addition, 
electronic changeable copy signs shall comply with the following regulations. 

 
 Detached Freestanding Signs: 
 

1. Location.  The sign must be located on the site of the use identified or advertised by the 
sign. 

 
2. Number of Signs.  No more than one (1) changeable copy sign or electronic changeable 

copy sign with a maximum of two (2) sides is permitted per lot of record.  The sides of 
two-sided signs shall be parallel to each other. 

 
3. Static Display.  Display of message must be static.  When the display of an electronic 

changeable copy sign changes, it must change as rapidly as is technologically feasible with 
no phasing, rolling, scrolling, flashing, twirling, blending, or in any manner which imitates 
movement. 

 
4. Duration.  Electronic changeable copy signs shall change no more than one (1) time per 

three (3) minutes. 
 
5. Integrated Sign.  Electronic changeable copy signs shall only be permitted as a portion of 

an on-premise detached sign.  The electronic changeable copy sign portion may be 
separated from the remainder of the sign.  If the electronic message center portion of the 
sign if being utilized after sunset, the existing static portion of the sign must be 
functioning, illuminated, and readable. 

 
6. Area.  The area of the electronic changeable copy sign may comprise no more than forty 

percent (40%) of the surface area of the allowable detached sign of which it is a part.  
Neither shall any portion of the electronic changeable copy sign project above the height of 
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the permanent detached signage.  Electronic changeable copy signs are secondary to the 
permanent non-changeable portions of the sign and should be designated in this regard. 

 
7. Calculation of Area.  An electronic changeable copy sign shall be included in the 

calculation of the total permitted sign area of the detached sign of which it is a part. 
 
8. Character Size.  An electronic changeable copy sign that is readily visible to drivers of 

vehicles on any public way must have characters of sufficient size to be easily discerned 
and must not constitute a safety hazard by distraction of drivers.  The following are 
established as minimum sizes: 

 
 a.  For all locations south of the Intracoastal Waterway , character size shall be a minimum 

of four inches (4ò) in height. 
 
 b.  For all locations north of the Intracoastal Waterway with  property containing frontage 
on State Highway 59, character size shall be a minimum of six inches (6ò). 

 
 C.  For all locations north of the Intracoastal Waterway with property not containing 

frontage on State Highway 59, character size shall be a minimum of four inches (4ò). 
 
9. Number of Lines.  Electronic changeable copy signs may display up to a maximum of four 

(4) lines of characters at one time. 
 

10. Brightness.  The sign must have a maximum illumination of 3500 nits (candelas per square 
meter) during daylight hours and a maximum illumination of 500 nits (candelas per square 
meter) between dusk to dawn as measured from the signôs face at maximum brightness.  
Prior to issuance of a sign permit, the applicant shall provide a written certification from 
the sign manufacturer that the light intensity has been factory pre-set not to exceed the 
specified levels. 

 
11. Dimmer Control.  Electronic changeable copy signs must have an automatic dimmer 

control to produce a distinct illumination change from a higher illumination level to a 
lower level for the time period between one-half hour before sunset and one-half hour after 
sunrise.  In addition, it must also be able to respond to lighting level changes occurring due 
to atmospheric conditions. 

 
12. District Limitations.  Electronic changeable copy signs, located within any residential 

district are allowed only for those uses as can be permitted by special exception. 
 

13. Setback from Residential.  The leading edge of an electronic changeable copy sign located 
in any district must be a minimum distance of one hundred feet (100ô) from an abutting 
residential district boundary. 

 
14. Visibility .  Electronic changeable copy signs may not face an abutting residential district.  

Adequate landscaping shall be provided to ensure that the view of the sign is obscured 
from abutting single-family or two-family residential zones. 

 
15. Setback from Other Electronic Changeable Copy. Electronic Graphic Display or Video 

Display Signs.  Electronic changeable copy signs must be separated from other electronic 
changeable copy signs by at least fifty feet (50ô). 

 
16. Color.  Text message should be composed of one (1) color with the background composed 

of one (1) color.  Pictures, logos, images, graphics, and symbols may be displayed from 
one color to full color. 

 
17. Advertising.  Other than allowances for time, date, and temperature, no commercial 

message may be displayed that does not pertain to the business conducted on-site.  Non-
commercial messages for community events, non-profit organizations or functions may be 
displayed as allowed by this ordinance. 

 
18. Maintenance.  All electronic changeable copy signs will be maintained in proper working 

order.  Any dead zones or non-illuminated portions of the signs shall be replaced or 
repaired within thirty (30) days or the use of the sign shall be discontinued. 

 
19. Safety.  If at any time subsequent to the adoption of this Article  any portion of these 

regulations is deemed to be a safety hazard by the City of Gulf Shores, the City reserves 
the right to modify said regulations and all existing signs shall be modified to conform to 
the safety-related modifications. 
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Attached Flat Signs.  Electronic changeable copy signs attached to buildings are only allowed as 
follows: 
 
1. A maximum of one (1) sign per building or premises, whichever is less, is permitted for a 

site that does not contain any other electronic changeable copy sign, detached or wall 
mounted. 

 
2. Such signs may not exceed twenty (20) square feet in area and will be counted toward the 

calculation for maximum signage for the building. 
 

3. Wall mounted signs shall not be oriented toward adjacent residential uses. 
 

4. Such signs must comply with all other applicable provisions of this ordinance. 
 
1-3.  Zoning District Sign Regulations 
 
 All signs permitted in these regulations shall be establishment 
 identification signs unless otherwise specified. 
 
 A. Signs Permitted in the AG District. 
 

1. A name plate, one (1) for each street frontage on the premises, not to exceed two (2) square 
feet in area to identify the owner or occupant of a dwelling or building. 

 
2. Private directional signs indicating directions to a place or facility on the premises, not to 

exceed one (1) square foot in area. 
 

3. A non-illuminated or indirectly illuminated detached sign, limited in area to thirty-two (32) 
square feet, and not exceeding six (6) feet in height, to identify any allowable commercial, 
public, or semi-public use or to identify any single-family subdivision shall be allowed 
when complying with the following standards: 

 
 a.  All visible materials shall be earth tone in color and shall be similar in design and 

materials to that of the principal building(s) on the site. 
 
 b.  Suitable landscaping shall be provided at the base of any detached sign.  For the 

purposes of this section, suitable landscaping shall include the use of and combination 
of appropriate ground covering vegetation, low growing shrubbery, flowering plants, 
stones, or mulch which are arranged in a logical fashion and integrated into the overall 
landscaping plan of the building site.  Said landscaping shall occupy any area that 
extends not less than three (3) feet from the base of the sign around its entire 
periphery. 

 
c.  If the property has more than one (1) street frontage providing an access, one detached 

sign shall be allowed for each such frontage provided that the spacing between each 
sign shall not be less than three hundred (300) feet. 

 
4. Flat signs, non-illuminated or indirectly illuminated, with a total aggregate sign area of not 

more than ten (10) percent of the area of the front wall of the building and no one sign with 
sign area that exceeds thirty-two (32) square feet. 

 
5. Freestanding wall or fence signs, provided that the total square footage of all such signs 

does not exceed that which is otherwise permissible for an individual detached sign on the 
same premises.  In addition, the maximum allowable size of any permitted detached sign(s) 
on the premises shall be reduced by the total square footage of all freestanding wall or 
fence signs on the premises.  The maximum height of a freestanding wall or fence sign 
shall not exceed the height of the wall or fence onto which it is located. 

 
B. Signs Permitted in the R-1, R-2, R-3 and R-4 Districts. 
 

1. A name plate, one (1) for each street frontage on the premises not to exceed two (2) square 
feet in area to identify the owner or occupant of a dwelling or building. 

 
2. Private directional sign indicating a direction to a place or facility on the premises, not to 

exceed one (1) square foot in area. 
 

3. A detached sign, limited in area to fifteen (15) square feet, and not exceeding six (6) feet in 
height, to identify any residential development, including subdivisions and multi-family 
complexes, or to identify any other permitted public or semi-public use.  Permitted sign 
area may be increased as follows: 
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a. The area of a detached sign may be increased one-tenth (1/10) square foot for each 

foot of frontage in excess of three hundred (300) feet, up to a maximum sign area of 
thirty-two (32) square feet. 

 
b. If the property has more than one street frontage providing an access, one detached 

sign shall be allowed for each such frontage provided that the spacing between each 
sign shall be not less than three hundred (300) feet. 

 
4. A customary church bulletin board, limited in area to fifteen     (15) square feet. 

 
5. A sign limited in area to fifteen (15) square feet for identification of permitted public and 

semi-public uses or clubs. 
 

6. A sign identifying a multi-family structure limited in information to the name of the 
structure and the name, address and phone number of its management.  Such sign shall be 
limited in area to five (5) square feet; provided, however, that this sign area may be 
increased by one-half (1/2) square foot for each dwelling unit in excess of three (3) 
dwelling units up to a maximum sign size of fifteen (15) square feet. 

 
7. Freestanding wall or fence signs, provided that the total square footage of all such signs 

does not exceed that which is otherwise permissible for an individual detached sign on the 
same premises.  In addition, the maximum allowable size of any permitted detached sign(s) 
on the premises shall be reduced by the total square footage of all freestanding wall or 
fence signs on the premises.  The maximum height of a freestanding wall or fence sign 
shall not exceed the height of the wall or fence onto which it is located. 

 
C. Signs Permitted in the NB District. 
 

1.  Any sign permitted in the R-4 District. 
 

2. Flat signs, illuminated or non-illuminated, with a total aggregate sign area not more than 
ten (10) percent of the area of walls fronting on a street and no one sign with sign area of 
more than thirty-two (32) square feet.  Illuminated signs inside of show windows and 
within five (5) feet thereof shall be included in the computation of sign area and, in 
addition, shall be limited to ten (10) percent of the total glass area of the window in which 
they are placed.  Neon tubing outlining a show window shall be included in sign area and 
measured by multiplying the length of the tubing by six (6) inches. 

 
3. Projecting signs, illuminated or non-illuminated, one for each business on the premises 

with sign area limited to twenty (20) square feet. 
 

4. One detached sign for each premises regardless of whether such premises contains one or 
more establishments.  The detached sign shall not exceed ten (10) square feet in area 
except that if the frontage along the street on which the sign is to be erected exceeds fifty 
(50) feet, the sign area may be increased as follows: 

 
a. The area of a directly illuminated detached sign may be increased one-fourth (1/4) 

square foot for each foot of frontage in excess of fifty (50) feet up to a maximum 
sign area of thirty-two (32) square feet. 

 
b. The area of an indirectly lighted or non-illuminated sign may be increased three-

fourths (3/4) square feet for each foot of frontage in excess of fifty (50) feet up to a 
maximum sign area of forty-eight (48) square feet. 

 
c. The permitted sign area of a detached sign may be divided between two or more 

parts provided that all such parts are separated from each other by an open space of 
not less than three (3) inches and are supported by the same structure, and provided 
further that: 

 
(1) If at least three-fourths (3/4) of the space separating parts of the sign permits 

unobstructed view, such space shall not be included in determining sign area; and 
 

(2) If the sign includes both illuminated and indirectly or non-illuminated parts, the 
increase in size of any part permitted in subsections 4a and 4b above will be limited 
to that part's proportionate share of total sign area. 

 
5. Temporary, non-illuminated paper or painted signs in windows limited to twenty (20) 

percent of the total glass area of the window in which they are placed. 
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6. Directional signs limited in area to four (4) square feet giving directions to motorists 
regarding the location of parking areas and  

      access drives shall be permitted as accessory signs and not  
     included in any computation of sign area. 
 

7. Freestanding wall or fence signs, provided that the total square footage of all such signs 
does not exceed that which is otherwise permissible for an individual detached sign on the 
same premises.  In addition, the maximum allowable size of any permitted detached sign(s) 
on the premises shall be reduced by the total square footage of all freestanding wall or 
fence signs on the premises.  The maximum height of a freestanding wall or fence sign 
shall not exceed the height of the wall or fence onto which it is located. 

 
D.  Signs Permitted in the BG and BA Districts and PUD Commercial Uses. 
 

1. Any sign permitted in the R-4 and Districts. 
 

2. Flat signs, illuminated or non-illuminated, with a total aggregate sign area not more than 
twenty (20) percent of the area of the wall on which such signs are mounted and no 
individual sign with a sign area of more than one hundred twenty-five (125) square feet 
except that: 

 
a. for every foot of setback from its frontage street in excess of one hundred (100) feet, 

the maximum area of an individual sign may be increased by four-tenths (0.4) square 
foot up to a maximum sign area of two hundred and fifty (250) square feet; 

 
b. maximum sign area for an individual sign may be increased ten (10) square feet for 

each story in height that the sign is elevated above the second floor level of the 
building to which it is attached; and 

 
c.  for buildings with direct frontage along either State Highways  59                   or 180 

and which are located upon corner lots where an open public side street is present, 
additional sign area shall be permitted only when the following conditions are met: 

 
(1) the building wall(s) which face(s) such side street(s) 
    exceed(s) five thousand (5,000) square feet in area; and 
(2) a maximum of three (3) accessory signs may be placed only 
    upon such affected walls; and  
(3) no individual sign shall exceed thirty-six (36) square feet; and 
(4) in no case shall the total area of all such sign(s) exceed 
 one hundred (100) square feet. 
 

d. additional sign area permitted for corner lots, setback and  height      under 
provisions of subsections D-2a, D-2b, and D-2c  above will not be included in the 
computation of the total 
aggregate sign area.  
 
Illuminated signs of show windows and within five feet thereof shall be included in the 
computation of aggregate flat sign area and, in addition, shall be limited to twenty (20) 
percent of the total glass area of the window in which they are placed. 

 
Neon tubing outlining all or portions of store windows shall be    included in sign area and 
measured by multiplying the length of the tubing by six (6) inches. 

 
3. Projecting signs, illuminated or non-illuminated, one for each business on the premises 

with sign area limited to forty (40) square feet. 
 

4. One detached sign for each premises where the frontage of such premises is less than eight 
hundred (800) feet, regardless of whether such premises contains one or more 
establishments.  More than one detached sign may be permitted where the frontage on a 
single premises is eight hundred (800) feet or more; the distance between signs may not be 
less than eight hundred (800) feet.  The detached sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) 
square feet in area except that if the frontage along the street on which the sign is to be 
erected exceeds fifty (50) feet, the sign area may be increased as follows: 

 
a. The area of a detached sign may be increased three-fourths (3/4) square foot for each 

foot of frontage in excess of fifty (50) feet up to a maximum sign area of ninety-six 
(96) square feet; 

 
b. The permitted sign area of a detached sign may be divided between two or more 

parts provided that all such parts are separated from each other by an open space of 
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not less than three (3) inches, are supported by the same structure, and provided 
further that: 

 
(1) If at least three-fourths (3/4) of the space separating parts of the sign permits 

unobstructed view, such space shall not be included in determining sign area. 
 

c. For the purpose of these regulations, the allowed detached    establishment 
identification sign may be placed upon       property located directly across a public 
right-of-way from the principal premises only when the following conditions are met: 

 
1. The parcel upon which the detached establishment identification sign is to be 

located is separated by not more than a one hundred (100) foot right-of-way from 
the principal premises and in no case shall the principal premises be located more 
than one hundred ten (110) feet from the right-of-way of Gulf Shores Parkway on 
the north side of the Intracoastal Canal or more than two hundred (200) feet on 
the south side of the Intracoastal Canal. 

 
2. The parcel upon which the detached establishment identification sign is to be 

located is situated directly adjacent to the right-of-way of Gulf Shores Parkway 
north of 20

th
 Avenue. 

 
3. The parcel upon which the detached establishment identification sign is to be 

located is joined to the principal premises by a Unity of Title Declaration as 
defined and stipulated by the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of 
Gulf Shores. 

 
4. No structure other than the permitted detached establishment identification sign 

shall be located upon the property. 
 
5. The detached establishment identification sign shall contain only that information 

which is relevant to the use of the principal premises for which it advertises and 
to which it is joined through an approved Unity of Title Declaration. 

 
6. The maximum size of the detached establishment identification sign shall be 

calculated by using the street frontage of the lot located along Gulf Shores 
Parkway and not the street frontage of the lot of the principal premises. 
 

7. Upon the release of the Unity of Title Declaration by the City as outlined in the 
Zoning Ordinance of the City of Gulf Shores, the detached establishment 
identification sign shall be immediately removed. 

 
8. Requests per this Section will be reviewed through the site plan review process 

and may be approved by the approving authority subject to further conditions, 
related to, but not limited to, landscaping and sign height. 

 
5. Marquee signs, illuminated or non-illuminated, one for each business on the premises with 

sign area limited to three (3) square feet. 
 

6. Freestanding wall or fence signs, provided that the total square footage of all such signs 
does not exceed that which is otherwise permissible for an individual detached sign on the 
same premises.  In addition, the maximum allowable size of any permitted detached sign(s) 
on the premises shall be reduced by the total square footage of all freestanding wall or 
fence signs on the premises.  The maximum height of a freestanding wall or fence sign 
shall not exceed the height of the wall or fence onto which it is located. 

 
7. Total sign area for all signs listed above in this District shall be limited to two hundred 

fifty (250) square feet except as otherwise provided in subsection C-2c above. 
 

8. Temporary, non-illuminated paper or painted signs in windows shall be limited to ten (10) 
percent of total glass area of the window in which they are placed. 

 
9. Directional signs limited in area to four (4) square feet, giving directions to motorists 

regarding the location of parking areas, access drives, buildings, or places, shall be 
permitted as accessory signs and not included in any computation of sign area. 

 
E. Signs Permitted in the BT Districts. 
 
 1. Any sign permitted in the R-4 Districts. 
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2. Flat signs, illuminated or non-illuminated, with a total aggregate sign area not more than 
twenty (20) percent of the area of walls fronting on a street, and no one sign area of more 
than 125 square feet.  Illuminated signs inside of show windows and within five feet 
thereof shall be included in the computation of aggregate sign area and, in addition, shall 
be limited to ten (10) percent of the total glass area of the window in which they are 
placed.  Neon tubing outlining a window shall be included in sign area and measured by 
multiplying the length of the tubing by six (6) inches. 

 
3. Projecting signs, illuminated or non-illuminated, one for each business on the premises 

with sign area limited to twenty (20) square feet. 
 

4. One detached sign for each premises regardless of whether such premises contain one or 
more establishments.  The detached sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in 
area except that if the frontage along the street on which the sign is to be erected exceeds 
fifty (50) feet, the sign area may be increased as follows: 
 
a. The area of a detached sign may be increased three-fourths (3/4) square foot for each 

foot of frontage in excess of fifty (50) feet up to a maximum sign area of ninety-six 
(96) square feet. 

 
b. The permitted sign area of a detached sign may be divided between two or more 

parts provided that all such parts are separated from each other by an open space of 
not less than three (3) inches and are supported by the same structure, and provided 
further that: 
 
(1) If at least three-fourths (3/4) of the space separating parts of the sign permits 

unobstructed view, such space shall not be included in determining sign area. 
 

5. Marquee signs, illuminated or non-illuminated, one for each business on the premises with 
sign area limited to three (3) square feet. 

 
6. Freestanding wall or fence signs, provided that the total square footage of all such signs 

does not exceed that which is otherwise permissible for an individual detached sign on the 
same premises.  In addition, the maximum allowable size of any permitted detached sign(s) 
on the premises shall be reduced by the total square footage of all freestanding wall or 
fence signs on the premises.  The maximum height of a freestanding wall or fence sign 
shall not exceed the height of the wall or fence onto which it is located. 

 
7. Total aggregate sign area for all signs listed above in this district shall be limited to one-

hundred fifty (150) square feet for each fifty (50) feet of street frontage. 
 

8. Temporary, non-illuminated paper or painted signs in windows shall be limited to ten (10) 
percent of the total glass area of the window in which they are placed. 

 
9. Directional signs limited in area to four (4) square feet, giving directions to motorists 

regarding the location of parking areas and access drives, shall be permitted as accessory 
signs and not included in any computation of sign area. 

 
    10. Permitted sign area for a flat sign may be increased in area by   ten (10) square feet for each 

story that it is elevated above the fourth floor level of the building to which it is attached 
and the additional sign area will not be included in the computation of the total aggregate 
sign area. 

 
G. Signs Permitted in the I-1 District. 
 

1. Flat signs, illuminated or non-illuminated, with a total aggregate sign area not more than 
twenty (20) percent of the area of walls fronting on a street, and no one sign with a sign 
area of more than 200 square feet. 

 
2. Projecting signs, illuminated or non-illuminated, not to exceed one for each street frontage 

with the area of any individual sign limited to a total of sixty (60) square feet. 
 

3. Detached sign, illuminated or non-illuminated, one for each street frontage with the area of 
any individual sign limited to a total of fifty (50) square feet. 

 
4. Marquee facia signs, illuminated or non-illuminated, shall not exceed fifty (50) percent of 

the area of the marquee facia and shall not extend above the marquee to a height in excess 
of the depth of the marquee facia. 
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5. Signs, illuminated or non-illuminated, attached to the bottom of a marquee shall not 
exceed one (1) for each entrance on the premises with the maximum area limited to six (6) 
square feet for each sign. 

 
6. Non-illuminated paper or painted signs, when located in show windows, shall not exceed 

in coverage thirty (30) percent of the total glass area of the window in which they are 
placed. 

 
7. Roof signs shall not exceed an aggregate sign area of two and one-half (2 1/2) square feet 

of area for each one (1) lineal foot of related building wall fronting along street.  The 
number of roof signs shall not exceed one (1) for each street frontage nor shall any one 
sign exceed maximum area of two hundred (200) square feet. 

 
8. Directional signs, giving directions to motorists regarding the location of parking areas and 

access drives, shall not exceed eight (8) square feet in area and shall not be included in any 
computation of sign area. 

 
9. Freestanding wall or fence signs, provided that the total square footage of all such signs 

does not exceed that which is otherwise permissible for an individual detached sign on the 
same premises.  In addition, the maximum allowable size of any permitted detached sign(s) 
on the premises shall be reduced by the total square footage of all freestanding wall or 
fence signs on the premises.  The maximum height of a freestanding wall or fence sign 
shall not exceed the height of the wall or fence onto which it is located. 

 
H. Signs Permitted in the A/TP District. 
 

1. Signs in the A/TP (Amusement/Theme Park) District shall conform to the sign regulations 
for the BG and CD Districts except as otherwise provided below. 

 
2. One detached sign shall be permitted for each 150 feet of street frontage on a premise.  

Where more than one detached sign is erected on a premise, each detached sign all be 
assigned a separate segment of street frontage for the purpose of determining maximum 
permitted sign area under provisions of subsection 1-3.C.4.  Additional sign area permitted 
under provisions of this subsection (1-3.C.4.) shall not be included in determining total 
permitted sign area as set forth in subsection 1-3.C.6. 

 
3. There shall be no limitations on the size or type of signs, pennants, banners, and similar 

devices which are not visible from any street right of way or from any buildable land area 
beyond the premises on which such devices are placed. 

 
4. Pennants and banners, visible from a public right of way, are permitted when complying 

with the following: 
 

a. pennants and banners shall not be located nearer than 300 feet to any public right of 
way; 

 
b. the total sign area of pennants and banners which are visible from any public street 

shall not exceed 110 square feet for each 75 feet of lot width at a distance of 300 feet 
from such public street provided that such width is measured along a line parallel to 
the street right of way line; and 

 
c. the maximum height at which pennants and banners can be displayed shall be 20 feet 

above ground elevation or 20 feet above the principal building or structure on which 
they are mounted. 

 
5. Freestanding wall or fence signs, provided that the total square footage of all such signs 

does not exceed that which is otherwise permissible for an individual detached sign on the 
same premises.  In addition, the maximum allowable size of any permitted detached sign(s) 
on the premises shall be reduced by the total square footage of all freestanding wall or 
fence signs on the premises.  The maximum height of a freestanding wall or fence sign 
shall not exceed the height of the wall or fence onto which it is located. 

 
 
I. Signs Permitted in the OS-1 District. 
 

1. Flat signs fronting on a public street provided that such signs have an aggregate sign area 
not greater than five percent (5%) of the area of the wall on which they are mounted; are 
not directly illuminated; and have a maximum sign area of 32 square feet for any single 
sign. 
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2. Flat signs fronting on a waterway or body of water provided that such signs have an 
aggregate sign area not greater than five percent of the area of the wall on which they are 
mounted; are not directly illuminated; and have a maximum sign area of 64 square feet for 
any single sign. 

 
3. One detached sign for each premises, regardless of the number of establishments on such 

premises, provided that such sign is set back not less than 5 feet from any street right of 
way line; has an area not exceeding 32 square feet; is not more than 6 feet in height; and is 
not directly illuminated.  If the sign is located on a berm or wall, such sign shall not extend 
more than 2 feet above such berm or wall.  If the frontage of a premise is greater than 450 
feet, one additional detached sign is permitted for each additional 450 feet of frontage 
length.  The minimum distance between any two detached signs on a premise shall be 300 
feet. 

 
 4.  Detached signs fronting on a waterway or body of water and located not less than 100 feet 

from any public street right of way, provided that such detached signs are not directly 
illuminated; have a maximum sign area of 32 square feet for any individual sign; have an 
aggregate sign area not exceeding 1 square foot for each 1-foot of frontage; and do not 
exceed 25 feet in height. 

 
5. A marina which has no water frontage, other than an access channel, may erect one (1) 

detached sign along such channel provided that the sign is not directly illuminated; has a 
sign area not greater than 32 square feet; and does not exceed 25 feet in height. 

 
6. Directional signs providing directions to the locations of interior places and access drives, 

provided that such directional signs are not more than four (4) square feet in area; have a 
maximum height of five (5) feet; are not located closer than twelve (12) feet to any public 
street right of way line; and are not located within any required buffer area. 

 
7. Signs which are located within a residential or commercial development and placed so that 

they are not visible from points outside the premises on which such development is located 
are exempt from sign regulations for the Open Space and Preservation District. 

 
8. Freestanding wall or fence signs, provided that the total square footage of all such signs 

does not exceed that which is otherwise permissible for an individual detached sign on the 
same premises.  In addition, the maximum allowable size of any permitted detached sign(s) 
on the premises shall be reduced by the total square footage of all freestanding wall or 
fence signs on the premises.  The maximum height of a freestanding wall or fence sign 
shall not exceed the height of the wall or fence onto which it is located. 

 
J. Signs Permitted in the Intracoastal Waterway (ICW)Districts  
 All signs erected within this district shall be consistent with                                                                
    The regulations of the BT Zoning District except as modified  
    herein. 
 

1. All uses adjacent to the Intracoastal Waterway that provide a pedestrian path consistent 
with the Intracoastal Waterway District ï East shall be allowed: 

 
a. one (1) detached sign, maximum height 5 feet, maximum size 8 square feet, 

indirectly illuminated for placement adjacent to the ICW and said pedestrian path. 
 

b. One (1) wall mounted sign, maximum 16 square feet, non-illuminated for placement 
on the south face of the principal building. 

 
 2. The maximum height and size of any detached sign in the  
   Intracoastal Waterway District ï East shall be eight (8) 
      feet and thirty-two (32) square feet respectively. 
 
 3. A Master Signage Plan shall be permitted as outlined below.  Such provisions shall be 

permitted for any site zoned Intracoastal   Waterway District or Intracoastal Waterway District ï 
East, so long   as they have the minimum three (3) acre site requirement. 

 
K. Master Signage Plan 
 

A Master Signage Plan is designed to benefit the community in administering its sign 
regulations.  The purpose of such a plan is twofold.  (1) It provides a Master Plan for all signs 
on a lot and (2) It provides a Master Record of all signs on a lot.  This provides the Zoning 
Administrator with information about existing signs on a site when considering a permit 
application for a new sign and also eliminates the need to re-compute permitted sign area and 
numbers for a property every time a sign administration or enforcement question arises.  By 
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requiring planning and coordination of signs on a property, the streetscape will improve even 
though strict and detailed substantive requirements are not imposed.  

 
It is, in a sense, a PUD for signs and imposes minimum area requirements so that it will only 
apply to large developments where a large number of signs will be present.  It can be used as an 
incentive by rewarding developers who prepare and follow coordinated signage plans for the 
property.  The provisions of the plan impose no maximum amounts of signage on the premises 
as a whole and also provides for a common detached sign which could be larger than is 
normally allowed.  The standards for signage in the zoning districts in which the property is 
located shall be used as a guideline during the approval process,  

but certain deviations may be made depending upon the intensity      and  scope of the development if 
it is determined by the Zoning Official that the deviations are in keeping with the intent of this 
section. 
 

1. The provisions as set forth in this section may be used in lieu of the provisions for signage 
in the BG, BA, I-1, and PUD zones only when all of the following criteria apply: 

 
a. The development area for which a Master Signage Plan is filed is at least ten (10) 

acres in size. 
 

b. The use for which a Master Signage Plan is filed can be characterized as either a 
campus, industrial park, office park, amusement park, shopping center, planned 
residential community, public or semi-public use, or a phase thereof. 

 
c. The premises has at least 200 feet of frontage along a public street. 

 
2. No permit shall be issued for any sign(s) within a proposed Master Signage Plan 

designated area or a phase thereof unless and until a Master Signage Plan for the premises 
has been submitted to the Zoning Administrator and approved as conforming with this 
section. 

 
3. For any area wishing to take advantage of this section, the owner(s) shall submit to the 

Zoning Administrator a Master Signage Plan containing the following: 
 

An accurate plot plan of the premises at such a scale as the Zoning Administrator may 
reasonably require, showing: 

 
(1) Location of buildings, parking lots, driveways and landscaped areas; 

 
(2) An accurate indication on the plot plan of the proposed location of each present and 

future sign of any type, whether requiring a permit or not, except that accessory signs 
need not be shown; 

 
(3) Computation of the total sign area, the area of each individual sign, the height of 

signs, and an outline of the building facades for which signs will be mounted. 
 

4. A Master or Common Signage Plan shall be included in any development plan, site plan, 
planned unit development plan, or other official plan required by the City for the proposed 
development and shall be processed simultaneously with such other plan.  For 
developments containing more than one phase, site or premises, a Master Signage Plan 
shall be required for each site or premises upon development. 

 
 5. One detached sign, identifying the development as a whole, shall be allowed along the 

frontage street, and shall not exceed 150 square feet in total area.  Each such sign 
identifying a development as a whole and placed along the frontage street shall be spaced 
at least fifty (50) feet from any adjoining property line. 

 
In addition, detached signs identifying individual sites within the development shall be 
allowed when complying with the provisions as set forth in this section and shall be 
approved as part of a Master Signage Plan for the individual site. 

 
6. Amendment.  A Master or Common Signage Plan may be amended by filing a new Master 

or Common Signage Plan that conforms with all requirements of the Article then in effect. 
 

7. Binding Effect.  After approval of a Master or Common Signage Plan, no sign shall be 
erected, placed, painted, or maintained, except in conformance with such plan, and such 
plan may be enforced in the same way as any provision of this Article.  In case of any 
conflict between the provisions of such a plan and any other provision of this Article, the 
Article shall control. 
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1-4. Maintenance of Signs and Removal of Illegal Signs 
 
A. Maintenance.  All signs shall be maintained in good condition and appearance.  The Zoning 

Official may cause to be removed under the procedures described in subsection 1-4.E. below 
any sign which shows gross neglect or becomes dilapidated or where the area around such sign 
is not well maintained. 

 
B. On Vacated Premises.  Any accessory sign previously associated with a vacated premises shall 

be either removed from the premises by the owner or lessee not later than thirty (30) days from 
the time such activity ceases to exist, or said signs shall be altered or resurfaced by the owner or 
lessee within the same thirty (30) day time period, so that the sign will not display letters, 
numerals, symbols, figures, designs, or any other device for visual communication that would 
pertain to the activity formerly associated with the vacated premises.  Any sign not removed, 
altered or resurfaced in accordance with this subsection 1-4.B.  shall be subject to removal in 
accordance with subsection 1-4.E. below. 

 
C. Certain Signs Deemed Nuisances Subject to Summary Abatement.  Any sign erected or 

maintained in violation of subsection 1-2.E. (Signs Over Public Property), subsection 1-2.G. 
(Intersection Visibility), or subsections 1-2H.1., 2, or 3 (Signs and Sign Devices Prohibited) of 
this Article shall be deemed a dangerous and offensive public nuisance and shall be subject to 
summary removal by the Zoning Official, his authorized agent, or by any other law enforcement 
officer of the City of Gulf Shores without prior notice to any party.  In the event the identity and 
address of the owner or lessee of the sign is disclosed on the removed sign itself, a notice of 
removal advising of the removal of the sign will be deposited in the United States mail, first 
class postage prepaid, addressed to such owner or lessee at the address indicated by the Zoning 
Official or his authorized agent. 

 
D. Certain Signs Subject To Removal On 24 Hours' Notice.   Any sign erected or maintained in 

violation of subsection 1-2.D. (Pennants, Banners, Streamers) or subsections 1-2.H.4. or 5 
(Signs and Sign Devices Prohibited) shall be subject to summary removal by the Zoning 
Official, his authorized agent, or by any other law enforcement officer of the City of Gulf 
Shores acting on the authority of a search warrant or other appropriate judicial order if the 
condition of violation is not corrected within twenty-four (24) hours after a Notice of Cease and 
Desist is affixed to the sign by the Zoning Official.  In the event the identity and address of the 
owner or lessee of the sign is disclosed on the sign itself, prior to removal a copy of the Notice 
of Cease and Desist shall be delivered to such owner or lessee by the Zoning Official or his 
authorized agent by leaving it at the address indicated, if located within the City limits of Gulf 
Shores, or deposited in the United States mail, first class postage prepaid, addressed to such 
owner or lessee at the address indicated if located outside the City Limits of Gulf Shores. 

 
In the event a sign erected or maintained in violation of subsection 1-2.D. or subsections 1-
2.H.4. or 5 is removed or the condition of violation is corrected after the affixing of a Notice to 
Cease and Desist by the Zoning Official, and the sign or a comparable sign is subsequently re-
erected by or at the direction of the owner or lessee of either the site or the sign in violation of 
the same provision of subsection 1-2.D. or subsections 1-2.H.4. or 5 cited in the original Notice 
to Cease and Desist, such re-erected sign or comparable sign shall be summarily removed by the 
Zoning Official, his authorized agent, or by any other law enforcement officer of the City of 
Gulf Shores acting on the authority of a search warrant or other appropriate judicial order 
without prior notice to any party.  In the event the identity and address of the owner or lessee of 
the sign is disclosed on the removed sign itself, a notice of removal advising of the removal of 
the sign will be deposited in the United States mail, first class postage prepaid, addressed to 
such owner or lessee at the address indicated by the Zoning Official or his authorized agent. 

 
E. Certain Signs Subject To Removal On Seven Days' Notice.  Except as otherwise provided in 

section 1-4.C. or D above, any sign erected or maintained in violation of the Zoning Ordinance 
shall be subject to summary removal by the Zoning Official, his authorized agent, or by any 
other law enforcement officer of the City of Gulf Shores acting on the authority of a search 
warrant or other appropriate judicial order if the condition of violation is not corrected within 
seven (7) days after a Notice to Cease and Desist is affixed to the sign by the Zoning Official or 
his authorized agent.  In the event the identity and address of the owner or lessee of the sign is 
disclosed on the sign itself, prior to removal a copy of the Notice to Cease and Desist shall be 
delivered to such owner or lessee by the Zoning Official or his authorized agent by leaving it at 
the address indicated, if located within the City Limits of Gulf Shores or deposited in the United 
States mail, first class postage prepaid, addressed to such owner or lessee at the address 
indicated if located outside the City Limits of Gulf Shores. 

 
F. Impoundment and Disposition of Removed Signs.  Except as otherwise provided in section 1-

4.G. below, any sign removed by the Zoning Official, his authorized agent, or by any other law 
enforcement officer of the City of Gulf Shores pursuant to the authority of section 1-4 of this 
Article shall be impounded by the City of Gulf Shores for a period of sixty (60) days.  During 
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such period, the owner or lessee of the sign may reclaim such sign upon presentation of 
satisfactory proof of ownership or lease rights and upon payment to the Zoning Official of the 
cost of removal of the sign and a storage fee of $10.00 per day for each day of impoundment or 
a flat storage fee of $50.00, whichever fee is greater.  In the event an impounded sign is not 
reclaimed prior to the expiration of such period, such sign shall be deemed abandoned property 
and shall thereafter be subject to disposal by the City as abandoned property. 

 
G. Issuance of Judicial Orders in Aid of the Removal of Signs.  The Municipal Judge of the City of 

Gulf Shores shall have authority to issue search warrants and other appropriate orders within the 
jurisdiction of the Municipal Court in aid of the enforcement of section 1-4 of this Article.  
Notwithstanding section 1-4.F., any sign removed under the authority of a search warrant or 
other judicial order shall be held and disposed of in accordance with the instructions of the 
Municipal Judge. 

 
H. Appeal Rights.  Any person aggrieved by the affixing of a Notice to Cease and Desist to a sign 

or by the removal of a sign shall have appeal rights to the Board of Zoning Adjustment as 
provided in the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Gulf Shores; provided, however, that, 
notwithstanding the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, the filing of an appeal from the 
affixing of a Notice to Cease and Desist pursuant to section 1-4.D. shall not stay the removal of 
the affected sign unless a restraining order against such removal is granted by the Board of 
Zoning Adjustment or by a court of record on application and notice to the Zoning Official and 
for good cause shown and provided, further, that the filing of an appeal from the removal of a 
sign pursuant to Section 1-4. of this Article shall not necessitate the return of the sign to the 
appellant except upon the terms otherwise provided by the Zoning Ordinance or by the order of 
the Board of Zoning Adjustment or a court of record. 

 
I. Enforcement Provisions Cumulative.  The provisions of this          section are cumulative with 
and not in derogation of the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Gulf Shores pertaining 
to sanctions for violation of the Zoning Ordinance, including without limitation, the  appropriate 
section of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
 Section 2.  The provisions of this Ordinance are severable.  If any part of this Ordinance is 
declared invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not 
affect the validity and enforceability of the remaining provisions of the Ordinance. 
 
 Section 3.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as required 
by law. 
 

The motion for unanimous consent was seconded by Councilman Garris; and upon the question, the 

vote thereon was as follows:  Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," Councilman 

Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  Mayor Craft 

then declared the rules suspended. 

 

Councilman Jones then moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1603 and to waive the reading of 

said Ordinance at length.  The motion for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1603 was seconded by 

Councilman Garris; was regularly put; was discussed and considered in full by the Council; and upon 

the question, the vote thereon was as follows: Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," 

Councilman Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  

Whereupon, the Mayor declared Ordinance No. 1603 duly and legally adopted. 

 

Councilman Jones moved for unanimous consent of the Council to suspend the rules of procedure to 

allow for the immediate consideration of the following Ordinance: 

 

 ORDINANCE NO. 1604 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES,  

ADOPTED JULY 24, 1989, AT CHAPTER 13, 

FIRE PREVENTION,  

ARTICLE II. BURNING PERMIT,  

BY ADDING, DELETING, AND CHANGING LANGUAGE  

AT SECTIONS 13-22 AND 13-25 

_____________________________________________ 

 

     BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA, 

WHILE IN REGULAR SESSION ON APRIL 12, 2010, as follows: 
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     Section 1.  That Chapter 13, FIRE PREVENTION, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 

1989, be and it is hereby amended by adding, deleting, and changing certain language at Article II. 

Burning Permit, Section 13-22. Permit authorized for certain burnings; fee, so the entire Section shall 

read as follows: 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 13     FIRE PREVENTION 

 

*    *    *  

 

ARTICLE II.    BURNING PERMIT 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec.  13-22.   Permit authorized for certain burnings; fee. 

 

Subject to the conditions hereinafter set out, a permit may be obtained from the fire chief or any 

authorized agent of such officer for the burning of the following items upon compliance herewith and 

payment of the permit fee set out below, namely: 

 

(1)  Yard maintenance trash such as brush, leaves, straw, etc.: No  

     fee required. 

(2)  Major land clearing, lot clearing: $100.00 per permit. 

 

*    *    *  

 

     Section 2.  That Chapter 13, FIRE PREVENTION, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 

1989, be and it is hereby amended by adding certain language at Article II. Burning Permit, Section 

13-25. Supervision of burning, so the entire Section shall read as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 13     FIRE PREVENTION 

 

*    *    *  

 

ARTICLE II.    BURNING PERMIT 

 

*    *    *  

 

Sec. 13-25.    Supervision of burning. 

 

Any person to whom such permit is issued shall personally supervise and accept all responsibility for 

burning authorized by the permit. 

 

*    *    *  

 

     Section 3.  That this Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as 

required by law. 

 

The motion for unanimous consent was seconded by Councilman Harris; and upon the question, the 

vote thereon was as follows:  Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," Councilman 

Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  Mayor Craft 

then declared the rules suspended. 

 

Councilman Garris then moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1604 and to waive the reading of 

said Ordinance at length.  The motion for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1604 was seconded by 

Councilman Jones; was regularly put; was discussed and considered in full by the Council; and upon 
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the question, the vote thereon was as follows: Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," 

Councilman Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  

Whereupon, the Mayor declared Ordinance No. 1604 duly and legally adopted. 

 

Councilman Jones moved for unanimous consent of the Council to suspend the rules of procedure to 

allow for the immediate consideration of the following Ordinance: 

 

 ORDINANCE NO. 1605 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES,  

ADOPTED JULY 24, 1989, AT CHAPTER 22, 

VEHICLES FOR HIRE,  

TO REMOVE THE ENTIRE ARTICLE II.  

AMBULANCES  

______________________________________________ 

 

     BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GULF SHORES, ALABAMA, 

WHILE IN REGULAR SESSION ON APRIL 12, 2010, as follows: 

 

     Section 1.  That Chapter 22, VEHICLES FOR HIRE, of the Code of Ordinances, adopted July 24, 

1989, be and it is hereby amended by removing in its entirety Article II. AMBULANCES.   

 

     Section 2.  That this Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and publication as 

required by law. 

 

The motion for unanimous consent was seconded by Councilman Garris; and upon the question, the 

vote thereon was as follows:  Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," Councilman 

Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  Mayor Craft 

then declared the rules suspended. 

 

Councilman Harris then moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1605 and to waive the reading of 

said Ordinance at length.  The motion for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1605 was seconded by 

Councilman Jones; was regularly put; was discussed and considered in full by the Council; and upon 

the question, the vote thereon was as follows: Councilman Garris, "aye," Councilman Harris, "aye," 

Councilman Jones, "aye," and Mayor Craft, "aye."  Councilmen Doughty and Dyken were absent.  

Whereupon, the Mayor declared Ordinance No. 1605 duly and legally adopted. 

 

The City Clerk read into the record the following bid tabulation: 
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