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Date: June 1, 2016

T o: Mayor C raft, C i ty C ounci l, and City Administrator

From : Grant Brown

S ubjec t: Rec omm ended Am endm ents  to the Bus i ness  Li cense Ordi nance  Regulati ng Paras ai l

Operations

BAC K GROUND: Ordinance 1810 adopted in March, 2016 amended the parasail regulations to clarify 

insurance requirements and enhance public safety.  In order to maintain consistent parasail 

operation regulations between Orange Beach and Gulf Shores, an additional amendment is needed to 

ensure parasail operators licensed in Gulf Shores follow the regulations required in Orange Beach.  

Recently the City of Orange Beach adopted an Ordinance governing parasail operations.  Orange 

Beach included consistent wording in their Ordinance, requiring Orange Beach operators to follow 

the regulations contained in the City of Gulf Shores Ordinance.  As a condition of the license granted it

by the City of Gulf Shores, the parasail operator shall strictly comply with the minimum operating 

distance requirements of such other governmental regulatory entities such as Orange Beach.

REC OMMENDATION:   R e v i s e  the current regulati ons  governi ng the bus ines s  of the provi si on of 

beachfront and waterfront rec reat i onal ri des  and further regulati ng rec reational parasai l ri des  to 

include the condition that the City of Gulf Shores licensee comply with such other governmental 

regulatory entities while operating within their jurisdiction.

PREVIOUS C OUNC IL AC TION:  Ordi nance 1586 was  adopted on February 1, 2010 , es tabli shi ng 

s trengthened regulati ons for gas oli ne- powered waters ports  equi pment rental bus i ness es  and 

bus i ness es  provi di ng rec reati onal paras ai l ri des , rec reati onal towed water rides  and beac h 

equi pm ent rental s ervic es;

Ordinance 1800 was adopted in January, 2016 to update insurance requirements and public 

safety regulations;

Ordinance 1810 was adopted in March, 2016 to clarify language regarding insurance company’s

inability to provide notice of cancellation as required by existing Ordinance.

BUDGET IMPL IC ATIONS: N one

ATTAC HMENTS: Draft Ordi nanc e wi th revi si ons

DEPARTMENT: Rec reation and C ultural Affai rs

STAFF C ONTAC T:  Grant Brown


